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PRIMARY LIASON PARTNERSHIP POLICY
Rationale

Turton High School Media Arts College recognises the need for continuity and progression to ensure the students’ educational experience is enhanced.

This will be developed by ensuring quality links are made between the partners i.e. students, parents, primary and secondary staff.

Aims

· To facilitate a positive transition from Primary Sector to the Secondary Sector, socially and academically.

· To allow students to become familiar with the ethos of a Secondary School.

· To enable students to cope with different demands imposed by a variety of teachers, subjects and classrooms together with the adherence of time and timetables.

Guidelines

The following programme of activities is provided to address these aims.  They are offered to the nine main local schools:-

Year 6

· Schools are invited to send a team of students to participate in ‘Quiz Kids’.  Primary parents, students and governors from the local schools are invited to form the audience.  Students who participate receive certificates.
· Pupils from local primary schools are invited to Animal Day during the Summer term to allow them to become more familiar with the school environment and have a positive learning experience.
· During the Summer Term subject teachers from a variety of departments visit Primary Schools, deliver lessons and reassure students regarding transition.

Pre-Admission

· Prospectus are delivered to schools early in September.

· Prospective parents and students from Primary Schools in Bolton are invited to visit T:mac during a normal working day in late September.  The three Open Mornings are advertised in the LA Admissions Brochure and a personal letter is sent to the student and parents at the 9 main local schools.  A team of senior staff make a presentation to the parents and students, supported by a film which is produced by Sixth Form students about life at Turton.  Year 12 students escort groups around the school.  The Parents’ Association provide refreshments and meet prospective parents/students.

Prior to Entry

1. The KS2/3 Transition Coordinator and a team of selected staff visits all the local schools during June to have a confidential conversation about each student.  Where necessary the SENCO will also visit to ensure the smooth transition of pupils with SEN.

2. If a child is moving from outside the area and a visit is not possible, then a telephone conversation takes place between the KS2/3 Transition Coordinator and the school.

3.     Following consultation with Year 6 class teachers, and receipt of transfer 
         documentation, students are allocated to Tutor Groups in Year 7.
4. 
An Induction Evening arranged in July to allow parents to meet their child’s new form tutor, attend a presentation by the Headteacher, meet the Parents’ Association and provide the opportunity to purchase uniform, equipment, etc.

5.
All Year 6 students who have accepted a place are invited to an Induction Day in July.  A programme is planned to include the following:-

· Time to become familiar with their new surroundings.

· Spend time with their new form tutor.

· Meet other staff and subject teachers.

· Participate in sample lessons.

· Meet current Year 7 students and Year 9 mentors.
7.
A Gifted and Talented Summer School is held annually.
In general, the following takes place each year:

· A number of associated Primary Schools use the swimming pool during our normal school timetable by arrangement with our PE department.

· Sixth Formers and Year 10 students are given the opportunity to gain work experience in local primary schools.

· A group of teachers from a variety of departments make up the Primary Liaison Team and meet termly to discuss general and curriculum matters.

· Teachers from the 9 main local schools meet at T:macn when necessary.  Primary and Secondary staff provide items for the agenda.

Autumn Term – Year 7

· Parents are invited to attend a meeting with their child’s tutor and a Curriculum Evening.
· Parents of pupils identified as Gifted and Talented are invited to an Information Evening.
· Year 7 students complete a settling-in questionnaire.  Any concerns are addressed by the KS2/3 Transition Coordinator/Form Tutor. Parents complete a questionnaire giving their feedback on the transition process.
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