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Healthy School

This middle term in every year is when
we reflect on the highs and lows,
achievements and concerns of the past
twelve months and monitor how much
progress we have made with the plans
we set out last year.

By April we must have in place the
amended plans and budget targets
which will influence all that we do over
the financial year to April 2009.
Governors, staff and students have all
had their opportunity to contribute and |
am grateful to those parents who came
to our annual meeting in February to
add their thoughts.

The 3 year School Improvement Plan
2007-10 remains the cornerstone of
our evaluations and planning. The four
main areas of focus are still:-

1. The building of emotional resilience
and supportive relationships in school.

2. The review of teaching and learning
at Key Stage 3 and moving towards
a skills-based curriculum.

3. The development of the 14-19
curriculum with the introduction of new
diplomas, new GCSE and A level
courses and more vocational options.

4. The focus on sustainability, both of
our people and of our resources
with greater focus on re-cycling and
environmental education.

Within this framework, VOL have given
us their views on how to achieve
our healthier lifestyles ambitions. New
recreational facilities and refurbished
toilets are high on their agenda and we
hope to make significant progress with
these during the summer.

Parents have already given us feedback
on new theme-based approaches to
teaching in Year 7 and the longer,
project-type homeworks which have
been introduced this year. We will be
doing a proper evaluation of this in the
summer and hope you will take the time
to tell us what you think. In the
meantime, if you have any suggestions

need to

think we
improve or any positive comments you
wish to make about what we have done
so far, please let me know by letter, by
email or by the usual channels of
communication in school, through group
tutors and pastoral leaders if you prefer.

of areas you

We have achieved a lot over the last
year or two, but there is plenty more we
can improve. We are determined to
make T:mac a genuinely outstanding
school and we look forward to your
thoughts and feedback which will help
us to build the future.

| must add a huge vote of thanks to the
staff who are working so hard to help
our young people fulfil their potential
both academically and in the increasing
range of extra-curricular activities, trips
and productions.

| must also praise the students them-
selves who are responding with such
enthusiasm and good nature to all that
we offer. In the words of the old school
report — “keep up the good work”.

John Porteous - Headteacher

Musical Notes

Rehearsals back on for
Junior Concert — New date

1% May

Following the very successful
‘Oliver’ production the Music
Department ensembles are back to
their standard rehearsal schedule.
The Junior Jazz Band will be
reborn with an almost entirely new
line up of young players (Year 7
wind and brass players need to
make sure they are involved) and
the Senior Wind Band will begin to
tackle a new repertoire.

The new date for the Junior
Concert is to be Thursday 1% May
(a week later than originally
planned - to give the new Junior
Jazz Band time to find its feet!)

As usual we are aiming to feature
a multitude of junior soloists and
small ensembles on all manner of
instruments. Players sign up at the
Music Department, and tickets will
be available from the Music
Department closer to the event.

Gospel Singing Day

A number of our pupils receiving
vocal tuition in school took part in a
“Voice Day” at the Victoria Hall
(28™ February) working with
Gospel specialist Celia Anderson,
leading to an informal concert at
2.30pm. The event is being
organised for all Bolton’s vocal
pupils by Bolton Music Service.

Mr Parkinson
Music Department

An Ideal Theatre Trip!

On Wednesday 23rd January 40 literature
students from Turton Sixth Form went to the
Royal Exchange Theatre in Manchester to watch
the fabulous production of Oscar Wilde’'s ‘An
Ideal Husband’. Having studied Wilde’s, ‘The
Picture of Dorian Gray’ for their AS Prose Study,
this trip was undertaken to support their exam
work at AS level. One of the students enthuses:

‘| was totally amazed by this production of ‘An
Ideal Husband’. The actors play their roles
outstandingly and | was taken aback by the
elegant, stunning costumes. From, the shimmer-
ing of the chandeliers to the sparkling of the
jewellery, it was not just the actors that shone on
stage at this performance. Braham Murray
directs this gripping play that from beginning to
end tugged at my heart strings. | feel this should
get a well deserved 4 and a half out of 5.”

Leanne Philpott - Year 12




PE NEWS

The weather has taken its toll on our
fixtures this year and even the Cross
Country Championships were cancelled.
April  Stevenson (Year 11) won the
Intermediate Girls’ Event at the Greater
Manchester Championships, and now will
represent Greater Manchester in The Eng-
lish Schools Championships next month.
Good luck, April!

Football

All the boys’ finals will be decided in the
next three weeks. Congratulations to our
teams who had such outstanding victories
last season and are once more contesting
the honours.

Girls — A superb turn-out throughout the
season and great displays in the
tournaments (thanks to all those who gave
up their day off to play).

Netball

Congratulations to Year 9 who were
runners-up in the Bolton Tournament.
They lost by one goal to Bolton School in
the final. Year 7, 8, 9 and 10 are all safely
through to the semi-finals of the Bolton
K.O. competition. Good luck girls!

Rugby Union
The combined Year 10 & 11 team still sit

proudly at the top of the Bolton League
with only one game to play.

The department would like to thank the
anonymous donor for sponsoring the
senior rugby kit. The new Canterbury kit
has a crest designed by our very own
talented Mr Crompton. The squad is
extremely excited and truly grateful for the
donation. Thank you.

Basketball
Our neighbours, Canon Slade, were unde-
feated in all age groups this year - that is

until Turton Year 7’s visited last week!
Spectacular performances from Cai
Jenkins, Cory Taylor and Captain George
Holliday saw Turton through to a
comfortable 35 — 16 victory.

Swimming

At the Swimming Championships in
January both the Junior and Intermediate
teams were hoping to continue their
success with a top three finish. Overall
they finished a creditable third with some
outstanding individual performances. Well
done!

Karate

Congratulations to Ryan Aspinall, Jessica
Howard, Hannah Duckworth, Ashley Briggs
and Adam McKeon who were successful in
gaining their orange belts and are now
working towards their green. If anyone
would like to join them — the gym on
Monday is where you need to be.

Cycling

The team is in training again for the
competition in March — with Mr Wilman ‘on
track’.

Gymnastics
Our gymnasts are training hard under the

watchful eye of Mrs Murphy for the Bolton
Competition on March 4™ Good luck girls.

Crown Green Bowling — Yes! Honest!
Lessons to commence after Easter — see
the notice board in the gym corridor for
details.

Wrestling
At the Midlands Wrestling Championships

Josh Ramm (Year 11) and George Ramm
(Year 7) won Gold and Silver medals
respectively.

Josh has been selected for the Great
Britain Squad. Well done.

Chris Mullin - Head of PE

Year 7 Newsletter
Questionnaire

Thank you for all the returns regarding
the t:mac newsletter. The feedback was
very positive, highlighting the areas
parents like reading about.

A few parents provided suggestions for
improvement and we are aiming to
include as many as possible in future
issues.

Any further suggestions e:mail to:
smethurste@tmac.uk.com

Liz Smethurst
Assistant Headteacher - Community

PA NEWS

olour and Scarf -Tying Workshop

Come along to Turton’s first ever Colour and
Scarf -Tying Workshop on Thursday 10"
April, 7— 9pm, in the t:mac building and find
out how to make the best first impression.

There will also be an opportunity to
purchase designer jewellery and those
all-important scarves.

Advance tickets at £2.50 adult and £1.50
student available from the Finance Office.

Summer Prize Draw

It's approaching that time of year again!

As in previous years, we are asking for
donations by way of prizes to make this
another successful draw.

Past prizes have included TVs, a Nintendo
Wii, vouchers, days out, etc. If you feel you
can help in any way - big or small, we would
love to hear from you.

E:mail pa@tmac.uk.com

6th Form Skiing in Les
Arcs - 2008

Gavin Sharpe,
Edward Jackson and Ross Buchanan

Jessica Fletcher,

enjoying a well earned rest at a

mountain cafe.

Andy Mills - Director of Sixth Form

What a Trial!

Following a successful victory at the
Manchester Regional Heats back in
November, twelve Turton Sixth Form
students competed in the Grand National
Final of the Bar National Mock Court Trial
Competition in Liverpool on the 1! March
2008.

Our prospective barristers and lawyers
battled it out with other regional winners
from across England and Wales at
Liverpool Crown Court. The students
presented in front of real judges, in a real
courtroom, with real wigs and gowns!

Participating schools were presented with
two case studies crammed full of witness
and defence statements. The students had
to scrutinise the statements in order to find
inconsistencies or loopholes that they
could use to generate their statements and
questions. Pragmatically, this is a very
sophisticated task, requiring a good eye for
detail and a critical, sharp approach to the
provided data. Luckily, our students
possess all of these qualities, and although
they didn’t win they performed extremely
well.

Anna Cook - Teacher of English

Diary Dates
10th - 14th March Year 10 Exams

14th March Spring Term ends - school
reopens for students 31st March

17th & 18th March Year 9 Easter School

19th & 20th March Year 11 Coursework
Catch Up

1st April Parents’ Forum 6.30pm, PA
Meeting 7.30pm

8th April Target Setting Day

9th April Year 9 Parents’ Evening
4pm-6.30pm

6th - 9th May KS3 Tests

For further information
dates/term dates
www.tmac.uk.com

regarding diary
please visit
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