
 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 

The studentsô response to the tragic loss of Jack Coleman 
and Faith Ong has been heartfelt and generous.  We will be 
working with Jack and Faithôs families to ensure ongoing 
ways of cherishing their memory but already the school has 
raised over £2,000 for good causes in their honour, which 
will be divided between their chosen local and national 
charities.  Thank you to everyone who made a contribution 
and well done to Year 8 who also raised a staggering £1500 
through their Pyjama Day and associated activities for Comic 
Relief.  From the sadness felt throughout school, we hope 
there can also be a celebration of two brave lives and a 
commitment to make things better for other young people in 
need in the future. 
 

Our students and staff continue to stretch themselves in all 
areas of school life and the awards and accolades keep 
coming.  After the improvements made in recent years, we 
have now been recognised nationally as a high-performing 
school.  I was invited to a celebratory dinner in London, 
which I declined, but I have been asked to share this 
message from Elizabeth Reid, Chief Executive of the 
Specialist Schools and Academies Trust, with all students, 
staff and parents. 
 

ñHigh performing schools are playing a major role        
to ensure that every young person receives an 
education fit for the challenges of the 21

st
 Century.  I 

congratulate these schools, their teachers and students 
for this significant achievement and the contribution 
they  make  to  their  local  communities.  By  partnering  

 
 

 
 

 

with other schools and sharing best practice through 
the SSATôs networks, they are also helping to deliver 
improvements across the country.ò 
 

A Word to the Wise  
I have been asked by some parents to share their concerns 
with you about the way students communicate with each 
other on Facebook, Bebo, MSN and other social networking 
sites. The main lesson to learn is that none of this 
communication is private.  Once messages are posted, they 
are liable to be seen by a much wider audience than 
originally intended.  We must all be aware that any kind of 
abuse, insult, mockery or threat, whether intended to be 
funny or serious, may be saved and used in evidence later. 
 

Facebook and other sites are central to youth culture and we 
recognise the many benefits but there is a real risk that 
people feel able to say and do things remotely that they 
would never consider doing face to face.  We will try and 
offer guidelines this summer on how to enjoy the fantastic 
potential of the e-communication era without suffering from 
its significant pitfalls.   
 

Finally, many congratulations to all the staff and students 
involved in us achieving the International Schools award in 
February 2009.  Our work on global citizenship is ongoing 
and we have a number of new projects in the planning 
stages but it is good to be recognised for what we have 
already achieved.   
 

John Porteous - Headteacher  
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ñSOAPSTARS, SUPERSTARSò 
 

With mock exams over, results received and profiles posted 
out, Year 11 students faced a new challenge by way of an 
Enterprise Education activity day. The event was part of the 
Work Related Learning curriculum, which is designed to 
enhance the skills and employability of our students. 
Working in groups, the students had to create a new soap 
opera targeted at a gap in the market.  
 

This involved coming up with an original idea, hiring the 
actors, costing and marketing the production, and 
presenting their effort to both peers and a panel of judges 
from the Education Business Partnership.  A huge amount 
of enterprising activity was on show including teamwork, 
communication, presentation, marketing and finance.  
 

 

Thinking ñoutside the boxò (ouch!) was the order of the day, 
and we saw some brilliant ideas. The competition was 
fierce, both within tutor groups and at the grand finals. The 
winning teams came from 11T1, with their family of 
ñChavsò, and 11S4, who produced a soap about life under 
the railway arches. 
From the feedback 
we received, it was 
very obvious that the 
students enjoyed the 
day immensely, but 
also learned a great 
dea l  f rom the 
experience. 
 

 

Bill Tomlinson - Careers Co -ordinator  

ñThe Groovy Chicks Airlineò  

 
 
 

Netball is catching  
 

The girls are celebrating in Year 7 
and 10 after they both won the 
Bolton Schools Netball Tournament, 
defeating Bolton School in the final.  
The games were tense and 
exciting, displaying the many skills 
of our players, so well done and 
congratulations to everyone 
involved. 
 

Also good luck to the Year 8 and 
Year 10 teams who have all 
reached the final of their respective 
knockout competitions. 
 

To be decided  
 

All other football and rugby finals 
are to be played during the next few 
weeks and the football, rugby and 
basketball leagues will be decided. 
 

The cycling competition at the 
Velodrome takes place later this 
month.  So there is still a lot of 
competition to come before the end 
of the season ï and hopefully lots of 
silverware. 
 

Give us a T...  
 

Cheerleading has taken off and the 
girls are busy learning new routines.  
Anyone who would like to be 
involved please join us ï Monday 
night in the gym. 
 

Chris Mullin - Head of PE  

Fashion Show to 
Prepare for Prom  
 

Thursday 26th of February saw the 
Arts Theatre transformed into a 
fashion catwalk as Turton 
launched a new venture by 
hosting its first Prom Fashion 
Show for the girls in Year 11.  
Sol i ta i re  W edding  Centre 
modelled over 20 dresses whilst 
their resident hair and beauty 
specialist Emma created stunning 
hairstyles on Lucy Atherton, Ella 
C r a n m e r  a n d  B e t h a n y 
Thornborough.  The evening was 
enjoyed by all, especially the 6 
male prefects who readily 
volunteered!!  All donations 
received from the sale of the 
dresses will go to the school fund, 
so thank you to everyone who 
attended. 
 

Judith Kearns - KS4 team  

Raising 
awareness of 
Fairtrade @ 
TMAC 

 

Up and down the country during 
óFairtrade Fortnightô (23rd February 
ï 8th March) people have been 
making an effort to raise the profile 
of Fairtrade ensuring people know 
what it is about and how every 
individual can make a difference.  
 

Miss McDonnellôs tutor group 8S4 
have been working hard to ensure 
the rest of the school are aware of 
the Fairtrade mark and what it 
means.  They have also been 
involved in how to promote 
Fairtrade in order to help T:mac 
become a Fairtrade school! They 
presented a series of amazing 
assemblies during óFairtrade 
Fortnightô to Years 7, 8 and 9, in 
which Fairtrade prizes were given 
out. They played a óHigher or 
Lowerô style game which was 
played to demonstrate that 
Fairtrade products are not 
necessarily more expensive than 
their non-fairtrade equivalent. 
 

8S4 also had the opportunity to óGo 
Bananas for Fairtradeô on Friday 6th 
March when over 380,000 people 
committed to eating a Fairtrade 
banana as part of the worldôs 
biggest banana eating event. 
 

T:mac is already well on its way to 
becoming a Fairtrade school, but if 
you would like to be involved then 
please contact Miss McDonnell or 
Mrs Smethurst. 
 

Liz Smethurst - Healthy Schools 
Co-ordinator  

6th Form Skiing  
in Les Arcs - 2009 

Change  4  l i f e -  www.nhs.uk/
Change4Life    
 

YOU CAN take the first step 
towards getting yourself eating 
well, moving more and living longer 
just by clicking on the web site 
above  ï so  we lcome to 
Change4Life!   
 

How are you and your family? 
 
 

 

Do you think your lifestyle can be 
improved to live a healthier life?   
 

Why not answer a few questions 
and get a óFree Action Planô?  
 

Donôt hesitate go on the web site 
www.nhs.uk/Change4Life  and get 
some great advice on healthy 
eating and exercise.  If students 
are still unsure about improving 
their lifestyle look at the display 
board on the DT corridor. 
 

Sarah Murphy  
Head of Food & Textiles  

 


