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Catwalk Creations  

Many, many thanks to all the parents 
and students who gave us such 
huge encouragement with their 
overwhelmingly positive responses 
to the Kirkland Rowell Survey 
carried out in March.  The timing of 
the questionnaires was unfortunate, 
coinciding with school closure due to 
the heating breakdown, flood and 
asbestos removal.  I was fully 
expecting some negative comments 
from parents because of the 
disruption but maybe an odd 
appreciative return from our younger 
students whoôd just enjoyed a dayôs 
tobogganing! 
 

As it was, parents and students took 
a broader view and told us what you 
thought was best about Turton and 
where you think there is still room for 
improvement.   The official summary 
from the Kirkland Rowell report is on 
the back of this newsletter but, with 
the aim of ensuring further 
improvement in our provision, I have 
shared all the parental comments 
with the Leadership team and will be 
doing the same later in the term with 
the Governing Body.  The full report 
will also be discussed at this termôs 
Parentsô Forum meeting in June. 
 

The main points which give us the 

motivation to go on in our aim to be 
an even better school are that a 
fantastic 94.9% of parents felt 
everything the school did was good 
or excellent.  0.0%, nobody at all, felt 
the school was either poor or very 
poor.  These scores are much higher 
than in the same report four years 
ago. 
 

Significantly, 32% of parents felt the 
school had improved over recent 
years while only 2% felt it had got 
worse.  Similarly, most Year 7 
parents had high expectations of the 
school before joining yet 25% felt it 
had actually exceeded their 
expectations. 
 

For students 55% said the school 
had improved. Their favourite 
subject is Spanish; they rate their 
school highly in all aspects but they 
still want different or better food.  
The Jamie Oliver debate rages on!    
So does the homework debate.  
Some parents feel there is too much, 
a few more feel not enough.  We are 
looking closely at Year 9 and 10 this 
next term.  Cancelled sports fixtures 
are an irritation occasionally to  
some  staff,  students and parents 
alike, as are unreliable buses and 
visible uniform standards on the way 

home from school.  If any parent 
wants to follow up any of these 
issues individually, please donôt 
hesitate to contact me. 
 

What heartens me most is that 
among the individual criticism, there 
is an absolute tide of praise for 
subject teachers, pastoral staff and 
mentors alike.  Both students and 
parents are grateful for the great 
lengths the whole team of staff go to 
on their behalf and understand our 
determination to maintain a safe, 
happy and caring school in which 
the young people are more likely to 
be successful, confident and well-
prepared for all that life beyond 
school will throw at them.  On which 
note ï may I publicly commend the 
current Year 11 for the great 
example they have set this year      
in the main school. They have 
reflected great credit on themselves, 
their families and the school and 
helped us in so many ways. They 
will be a hard act to follow. 
 

Finally, every best wish to all 
students taking public examinations 
this summer and to the families who 
will suffer along with them. 
 

John Porteous - Headteacher  

 

Congratulations to all Year 11 
GCSE Textile students for their 
fabulous creations.  We hope you 
all enjoyed the fashion show which 
was a huge success and great fun. 
 

Good luck for your exams. 

Sarah Murphy ï Head of Food & 
Textiles  

Baby massage classes 
for future carers   

Mrs  Carr  (Complementary 
Therapist)  demonstrated  baby 
massage, a technique often learnt 
in groups in the ante-natal period.  
It  may  be  used  on  new-born       
babies   through    to    the    toddler  
stage.   There are many benefits 
such as developing sleep patterns, 
encouraging  both  parents  to  get 
involved  and  having  a  calming 
influence on the child.  The session 
was  thoroughly  enjoyed  by  the 
group and was extremely relaxing 
for all concerned! 
 

Year 10 GCSE Child Development 
Students  

What you said about Turton  

In April the blood transfusion service made one of its biannual visits to 
the sixth form and was overwhelmed with the number of students 
prepared to donate a pint.  Some of them will obviously go to any 
lengths to miss a lesson! 
 

It was a record turnout and in total 109 units of blood were  
taken ï well done to everyone involved. 
 
 

Andy Mills ï Director of Sixth Form  

It was only an arm full!  

Parent Survey  
 
 

The parents gave an exceptionally 
high overall performance score 
(85%) while among the parents 
whose children were not in their first 
year at the school 32% said the 
school had improved over the last 
year, while only 2% thought the 
schoolôs performance was worse.  Of 
the parents of new students, only 2% 
felt that the school had not lived up to 
their expectations while 25% said the 
school was better than they had 
expected it to be. 
 

The survey results reveal that the 
school has reason to be happy with 
most of its activities. 
 

With regard to Academic subjects, 
parents are most happy with the 
delivery of Science and Geography. 
 

With regard to Non-Academic areas, 
parents are most happy with the 
delivery of PHSE, Control of Bullying 
and Developing Confidence. 
 

The parents are least happy with the 
delivery of Truancy Control, Exam 
Results and Availability of 
Resources. 
 

The parents of boys gave 
significantly higher scores for 
Physics, Biology and Chemistry.  The 
parents of girls gave significantly 
higher scores for Art, German, Levels 
of homework, Exam results and 
Explaining to parents how to help 
their child. 
 

The parentsô top priority for 
improvement is developing potential. 
 

The parents assessed the       
schoolôs overall effectiveness as 
OUTSTANDING. 
 

Student Survey  
 
The students gave a very good 
overall performance score (78%), 
while among the students who had 

been  attending the school for over a 
year, 55% said the school had 
improved over the last year while 
only 7% thought that the schoolôs 
performance was worse. 
 

The survey results reveal that the 
school has reason to be happy with 
most of its activities.   
 

With regard to Academic criteria, 
students felt they were making good 
progress in all subjects.  The highest 
proportion of students who said they 
were making good progress was for 
Spanish, Citizenship and PHSE, 
Physics and Chemistry. 
 

With regard to Non-Academic areas, 
all aspects were rated as good.  
Students are most happy with the 
delivery of Availability of resources, 
Control of bullying and Career 
advice. 
 

The boys gave significantly higher 
scores for Biology, Citizenship and 
PHSE, Psychology and Sociology, 
Physics and Encouraging local 
community activity. 
 

The girls gave significantly higher 
scores for Art, Textiles, Music, 
French, Resistant Materials, 
Religious Studies, Extra-curricular 
activities and Encouraging and 
listening to parentsô views. 
 

The studentsô top priority for 
improvement is School Facilities. 
 

The students assessed the school 
and Sixth Formôs overall 
effectiveness as good. 

Year 11 Exam  
Timetable  

 

The revision timetable for Year 11 
students can be found on the school 
website and the VLE for parents and 
students to download information. 
 
Simon Braithwaite  
Year 11 Pastoral Leader  

Kirkland Rowell Summary  


