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The weather has not been kind 
to the school calendar this year 
and we battled to get school 
open in time for students to 
prepare before the January 
exam season swept in. But even 
another snowfall last week could 
not stop the cast and crew of the 
Wizard of Oz from completing a 
fantastic week of performances. 

 
A week of rehearsals lost, 
everyone had to work doubly 
hard to get the show on the road 
and even a fraught and much 
curtailed dress rehearsal for our 
primary students did not deter 
the resolute production team.  
ñItôll be alright on the nightò was 
their conviction and so it turned 
out. 

 
Director Jeanette Bimpson is 
always determined that the show  

should be open to all those with 
the interest and commitment and 
it was a delight to see so many 
young and sometimes shy young 
people grow in confidence and 
enjoy their part in bringing the 
Wizard of Oz to life.  The 
costumes and make-up were 
stunning, the visuals impressive, 
the music up-lifting and the 
performances, set and direction 
a credit to all involved.  This was 
an educational experience which 
the students will carry within 
them for a lifetime and the oldest 
performer had barely turned 
sixteen! 

 
While the powers that be 
sometimes seem determined to 
value only that which is 
measurable, we will endeavour 
at Turton to keep alive that which 
is   really   valuable,   and   never    
 

view our students as a set of 
statistics or a collection of data.  
The   deep learning experiences 
which really develop peopleôs 
character, emotions, self-esteem 
and ambition are at the heart of 
our school life and the Wizard 
was a great example. 
 

The teamwork and mutual 
support of students and staff 
spoke volumes and I extend my 
congratulations and sincere 
thanks to everyone who played 
their part. 
 

Finally, I hope you receive      
this on-line newsletter. If you 
would still like a paper      
version, and havenôt already 
requested one, please e-mail 
philbinb@tmac.uk.com and we 
will be happy to oblige. 
 

John Porteous - Headteacher  

 

Turton raises funds for the wider community  
 

Once again Turton students showed their generosity by raising a 
staggering Ã921 for the MedEquip4Kids charity which is based in 
Prestwich. 
 

Various fund raising events took place at school in order to raise money 
to help provide hospitals and community health teams with specialist 
paediatric equipment. 
 

Mr Porteous said, ñCongratulations to all the staff and students involved 

for raising the funds for the charity and for helping those in need within 

the wider community.  It is rewarding to see our students focusing on 

assisting others and doing what they can to help. Well done!ò 

 Diary Dates  
  
 

Friday 12th February - Staff  Training Day - school closed to 
students.  
 
Monday 15th - Friday 19th February - Spring Half Term.  
 
Monday 15th ï Thursday 18th February -  Year 11 Coursework   
Catch -up, 9am-3pm in M1. 
 
Monday 22nd February -  school reopens to students.  
 
Thursday 25th February ï Year 8 Parentsô Evening, 4 ï 6.30pm. 
 
Wednesday 17th March - Year 10 Parentsô Evening, 4 - 6.30pm. 
 
Monday 22nd March - Year 10 Exams until 25th March. 
 
Wednesday 24th March ï Target Setting Day/Year 7 Health 

Education Day.  

Celebrating  
Festivals in RE  
 

At the end of term Years 7 to 
9 got creative and delved into 
how festivals are celebrated, 
by the religions they have 
been studying over the past term. Year 7 while 
accompanied by Christmas carols, designed some 
fabulous stained glass windows on the Nativity story. 
Year 8 were busy cutting and sticking making lanterns, 
designing rangoli patterns, creating Divali cards and 
applying henna as they looked at the Hindu festival of 
light. Year 9 examined the Muslim festival of Eid; 

making cards, creating henna designs, Arabic writing 
and creating board games.  Everyone got stuck in with 
some brilliant results some of which are now on 
display in the RE department. 
 

Catherine Rowbottom - Acting Head of RE  

 
 

 

Here we snow again... We hope 
everyone has enjoyed the festive 
season and is now ready to lose 
those extra pounds by joining any 
of our extensive extra-curricular 
activities. 
 
Despite the horrendous weather 
conditions it is business as usual 
for all year groups. All activities are 
up and running. 
 
At the Intermediate and Senior 
Swimming Championships on 
Thursday 28th January the teams 
finished 4th and 3rd respectively. 
At the Junior Championships on 
Tuesday 2nd February the team 
finished 3rd. 
 
The Rugby season returns after 
the winter break on the first week 
of March with fixtures every 
Monday night at Bolton Rugby 
Club. 
 
Finally, our congratulations go to 
the girls KS3 and KS4 football 
teams who are both through to the 
semi-f inals of  the League 
Championship. 
 
Please see notice boards for 
details. 
 
 

Chris Mullin ï Head of PE  

Picture courtesy of The Bolton News  

Pictured from left, Dave Walsh, director of pastoral care, Jack Piercy, Pip, the 
MedEquip4kids mascot, Rose Franks, the charityôs youth fund-raising                
co-ordinator, Tim Oxley-Longhurst, Racheal Foxley and John Porteous, 
headteacher.  
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January  
 

1st J Vose 
2nd G & K Jones 
3rd J Price 
 

 

 

 

December  
 

1st M Johnson 
2nd J Finn 
3rd J Price 

November  
 

1st J & M Lee 
2nd P Sykes 
3rd V Hindle 

February  
 

1st L Smith 
2nd J Holden 
3rd S Gregory 
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