
 

 

Turton High School              
               Media Arts         
               College  

NEWSLET-

Issue 49  December 2008  

Turton High School Media Arts College, Bromley Cross Road, Bromley Cross, Bolton BL7 9LT                                                              

Tel: 01204 333233            Fax: 01204 333240           E-Mail: info@tmac.uk.com              Web: www.tmac.uk.com 

                        Re-Designed and edited by Emma Shaw          Co-ordinated by Bev Philbin              Printed by Bev Philbin  

 
 

 

 

Just before October half term the 
Geography department escaped 
for the day with 90 Year 9 pupils to 
sample all the Sefton Coastline 
had to offer. The excursion took 
the students to Crosby where they 
saw óAnother Placeô, an art 
installation of 100 life-sized figures 
spread across the sands looking 
out to sea. Pupils enjoyed debating 
their impact on the area and trying 
to recreate the poses! 
 

Year 9 students have been 
studying the Artist Antony Gormley 
in Art lessons, so this was a great 
time to visit one of his works. With 
global warming being such a óhotô 
topic of the moment it was also a 

great opportunity to look at and 
learn about the Burboe Banks, an 
offshore wind farm where the 
group considered their very own 
carbon footprint. 
 

From there they returned to 
Formby to study the sand dunes. 

The students had a great time 
running through the woods and up 
and down the dunes. On a more 
serious note, it was great to see 
the students pull together into 
highly efficient data-collecting 
teams as they attempted a sand 
dune transect for the first time. It 
would have been even better if 
they werenôt battling against a 
force ten gale wind. However, it 
didnôt dampen any spirits. As you 
can see, we had a great time. 

 
 

Clare Smith  
Head of Geography  

Year 9 Geography Trip Crosses Paths with Art  

Interview techniques 
taken to higher level  
 

190 Year 11 students took 
advantage of the chance to hone 
their interview technique as part of 
the highly successful Mock Interview 
Scheme. With ever  increasing  
competition for sixth-form and 

college places, not to mention 
employment opportunities, the ability 
to shine in an interview has never 
been so crucial.  The students 
benefited enormously from the 
feedback they received from the 
Mock Interview volunteers. 
 

Diane Ault - Learning Mentor 
Curriculum  

 

 

 

 

Another extremely busy term has 
seen both the netball and football 
teams safely through to the next 
round of their respective knock-out 
competitions. 
 

In the Football League all year 
groups occupy a position in the top 
five ï Year 10 remain unbeaten. 
 

The rugby teams are having an 
excellent year so far ï the Year 8 
team hold 3rd place in the 
Championship, while the Year 9 and 
the combined Year 10 and Year 11 
team both sit proudly at the top of 
their tables. 
 

The Badminton Club has had a 
fantastic response since September.  
It has proved to be very popular and 
although the teams have not yet 
registered a victory, they are 
competing against older and more 
experienced opponents so the future 
looks bright. 
 

Break time Basketball Club sees 
forty or more pupils working on their 
shooting skills ï this, plus their after 
school efforts, suggests considerable 
success is possible this year. 
 

In January we start two new         
clubs ï Cheerleading and Non-
Contact Boxing ï taking place on 
Monday and Tuesday respectively 
after school.  We hope that you will 
give them your support. 
 

Finally, on behalf of the department, 
we wish you all a Happy Christmas 
and Best Wishes for the New Year. 
 

Chris Mullin - Head of PE  

Itôs Official Year 7 
Pupils óLoveô Turton! 
 

After completing a questionnaire, 
Year 7 pupils have happily informed 
us, that they ólove itô at Turton, and 
they thoroughly enjoyed the 
induction process!  So far, their 
favourite events have been Animal 
Day and a team building trip to Burrs 
Activity Centre. 
 

Year 7 pupils really have sunk their 
teeth into Turton life by taking part in 
after school clubs, fundraising and 
VOL (Turtonôs student council).  
Each tutor group is currently involved 
in raising money for a charity of their 
choice in a óÃ5 Challengeô, which 
encourages pupils to embrace the 
SEAL (Social and Emotional Aspects 
of Learning) approach of empathy 
and friendship; themes which we are 
focusing on this term. 
 

The reason why the pupils have 
settled in so well after the successful 
transition period is down to the staff.  

I would like to take this opportunity to 
thank and congratulate all Year 7 
tutors and our Year 7 Mentor, Josh 
Ricketts, for ensuring pupils are well 
looked after and feel confident in 
their new surroundings. As always, it 
is  extremely rewarding and 
reassuring to know the pupils are 
happy here.  I am sure they will 
continue to go from strength to 
strength. 
 

Ursula Hodgson  
Transition Co -ordinator; Pastoral  

Eat Your Way to a 
Healthy Lifestyle  
 

Thatôs exactly what our Year 7 pupils 
did when they participated in a 
Health Day on the 20th of November. 
 

The day was set up to develop 
confident individuals who can make 
responsible choices and live a 
healthy life.  During a number of 
different workshops, pupils learned 
about the impact the media has on 
our own body image, and the 
consequences of risk-taking and 
under-aged drinking.  Pupils also 
enjoyed tasting healthy food and 
choosing their favourite dishes, 
which included crunchy salad, tuna 

pasta, fresh salmon, humous served 
with vegetable sticks and feta salad.  
 

I would like to thank all the outside 
agencies involved who made the day 
a great success. 
 

Due to the number of Fairtrade 
products that are now available 
within school, Turton is now applying 
for Fairtrade status. As an added 
plus, more students are now 
choosing to purchase a healthy meal 
option at lunchtime! 
 
Lindsay Outterside  
PSHEE Co-ordinator  

Hannah Taylor 9T3         
participated in a charity 
event to raise funds for 
óMake a Wishô. She 
trekked up 1200 feet of 
Loughrigg Fell, a six mile 
round trip sponsored by 
friends and teachers. 
Well done, a tremendous 
achievement! 
 

Jan Bazley - Pastoral 
Leader Year 9  

 
 
We have been so busy with all the plans for future 
building and development, new courses and 
intervention strategies and the day to day routines of 
the Autumn term that we had almost forgotten the 
record-breaking success of the class of 2008 in the 
summer. 
 

So we were delighted to welcome the old Year 11 to 
the Town Hall in November to present them with their 
GCSE certificates.   
 

Jim Kidd, the OFSTED Inspector, who led the team 
inspecting Turton in 2007, came back to address the 
students.  He gave a hugely positive speech, 
celebrating their attitude, behaviour and personal 
achievements.  He praised their success in breaking 
all previous records with a 10% improvement on last 
yearôs 5A*-C score to a total 20% above the national 
average. 
 

More than just high achievers, they were a charming 
and positive year group.  It really was a pleasure and 
a privilege to work with them and we wish them all 
every success in their future studies in the Sixth Form, 
at  college and in employment. 
 

John Porteous - Headteacher  
 
 

Pictured left to right; Jim Kidd (OFSTED Inspector), 
Becky Bond and Jessica Hey, top Maths and English 
award winners, and John Porteous. 


