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Will The Boys Follow In 
The Girlsô Footsteps? 
 

The girls really strutted their stuff this 
year at the first ever Christmas dance 
show!   This was a brave move, but 
one that definitely paid off.  A range of 
dance styles and age groups 
performed their pieces with confidence, 
to a delighted audience. Examination 
work was  performed, which provided a 
great opportunity for the students to 
focus on developing their performance 
skills. Parents could also see the high 
standard which dance students can 
ultimately achieve! 
 

Miss Haygarth worked extremely hard 
to put the show together at such a busy 
time of the year. Finally a plea goes out 
to all the boys at Turton. If you enjoy 
running around, diving, sliding, jumping 
then get yourself over to the studio on 
a Tuesday night. 
 
 

Rachel Costello ï 2
nd

 in PE 

Year 9, 10 and 11 Cope 
With Pressures of Exams 
With Some Light Relief!  
 

In Upper School, the pace of a long 
term was maintained right until the end. 
After recovering from the efforts of their 
Mock Exams, Year 11 had a 
coursework-focused afternoon. Over 
150 students enjoyed an afternoon off 
lessons as a reward for being up to 
date with their coursework. 100 
students spent an afternoon of retail 
therapy at the Trafford Centre, whilst 
the rest of the students spent time in 
school on various activities. 
 

Christmas Assemblies No 
Longer A Drag, Or Are They?  
 

The last assemblies of term proved to 
be a big hit! Year 9 enjoyed an 
assembly packed with entertaining 
performances from the students 
reflecting the many and varied talents 
within the group. Year 10 tutors took to 
the silver screen with a performance of 
an alternative Nativity story. Some 
hidden acting talents were definitely 
unearthed!  Year 11 students were 
ñtreatedò to a Christmas pantomime 
ñTurtonellaò written by Tmacôs very own 
Mrs Johnston.  Staff played the starring 
roles, and produced some award 
winning performances. After hours of 
rehearsal and in make up (and that 
was just Mr Braithwaite and Mr Smith!), 
the Year 11 students were treated to a 
heart - warming rendition of Turtonsô 
answer to Cinderella! HEôS BEHIND 
YOUé 
 

Many thanks to all for the hard work 
from staff and students in the 
preparation for the assemblies for all 
three year groups, which ensured an 
extremely pleasant and entertaining 
end to the term. Thank you to all of the 
students who, each day, contribute to 
making Upper School such a pleasant, 
enjoyable, successful and rewarding 
place to be.  
 

 

Paul Trainor - Student Achievement 
Co-ordinator KS4  

Year 7 & 8 Work Hard, 
And Play Hard!  
 

End Of Term Reward!  
The final week of term was a busy one 
for Years 7 and 8. First, a reward trip to 
Hollywood Bowl was thoroughly enjoyed 
by all who attended.  All students were 
ówarmed upô with their bowling shoes on, 
and they then demonstrated their 
excellent skills on the alley.  Strikes 
galore all around with great fun and 
many smiles, rewarding all the hard work 
and effort students had put in throughout 
the term. 
 

Year 7 & 8 Dig Deep For Charity  
Fundraising has been a big part of Year 
7 and 8 with some exceptional displays  
of generosity and goodwill. The £5 
challenge has proved a massive success 
and has raised a staggering £546 so 
far.  There have also been some 
amazing individual displays of 
fundraising from Lucy Graham 8S2 who 
has raised a considerable sum for 
Children In Need and Redwings Horse 
Sanctuary. 
 

Let me entertain you!  
The term ended on a high with some 
outstanding performances by the 
students in the Christmas assemblies.  A 
big well done for those students who had 
the courage to perform in front of their 
peers, producing such wonderful acts 
and a big thank you to all those students 
who have worked hard throughout the 
term ï keep it up in the New Year. 
 

First A* ever awarded  
 

Tmac students, Joanne Edwards,  
Isobel Hughes and Rob Masters were 
among the first ever students to 
achieve an A* - the new addition to A 
level grades. They achieved this grade 
in a qualification for which Turton has 
rapidly acquired a national reputation - 
the EPQ. The Extended Project 
Qualification is an additional A level 
qualification they have achieved in 
their own time! It enables students     
to develop skills required at university, 
such as research and working 
independently. Joanne Edwards found 
this out first hand when she attended 
an interview at the University of 
Central Lancashire.  She said, ñI did a 
short film for my project and showed it 

at my interview.  They said they would 
like to show it to first-year students on 
the course.ò  
 

Tmac was one of the first Sixth Forms 
to trial the qualification during the 
previous academic year, however this 
year is the first time that A* could be 
awarded.  This in itself is a huge 
accomplishment for all three students, 
but not only that, this new route of 
study enables students to be more 
specific about their choices in the 
future.  Rob, who is a science student, 
wrote a mini-dissertation on space 
exploration.  He stated, ñI want to 
study Physics at university and this 
subject fitted in with that.  I didn't 
expect to get an A*, that was really 
great.ò  We are extremely proud of the 
students who have worked so hard, 

and thank the staff who have given up 
their time to help our students achieve 
so much. 
 
 

Charlie Taylor - Deputy Headteacher  

Picture courtesy of The Bolton News 

Diary Dates  
 

Thursday 12th February - Year 9 Parentsô 
Evening,  4 - 6.30pm. 
 

Friday 13th February - Staff   Training Day 
- school closed to students.  
 

Monday 16th - Friday 20th February - 
Spring Half Term.  
 

Wednesday 18th - Friday 20th February 
Year 11 Coursework Catch -up, 9am-3pm 
in M1. 
 

Monday 23rd February -  school reopens 
to students.  

 

Friday 20th March - Target Setting Day.  
 

Wednesday 25th March - Year 10  
Parentsô Evening, 6.30pm - 9pm. 
 

Monday 30th March - Friday 3rd April Year 
10 Exams.  

Backpack Generosity  
 

Students collected and brought in 38 old 
school bags and rucksacks and filled 
them with school equipment and 
clothes, in aid of the Maryôs Meals Back 
Pack  Pro jec t .  Th is  inc red ib le 
achievement has allowed 38 young 
people in Africa to be able to go to 
school fully equipped. This was a 
fabulous achievement by students, 
particularly as it is such a worthy cause.  
It is during appeals like this that 
students realise how less fortunate 
other children are, and their generosity 
is heart warming. 
 

Lindsay 
Outterside  
PHSEE  
Co-ordinator  

During the autumn we congratulated 
everyone involved in last summerôs 
record-breaking success at Turton 
and we have celebrated the  
presentation of GCSE and A level 
certificates at the Town Hall.  Since 
then, our focus has moved on to the 
current Year 11 and 13 and all our 
strategies to help them to be just as 
successful. 
 

However, we received this letter from 
the Minister of State for Children, 
Young People and Families last week 
which I wanted to share with you.  As 
she has pointed out, it is a team effort 
which ensures that our young people 
do fulfil their potential at Turton and I 
am very grateful for your ongoing 
support, as well as for the dedication 
of our staff and the talent and 
enthusiasm of our students. 
 

John Porteous - Headteacher  

 


