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Weaving their way to 
University  
 

On the 9th July, Year 12 students had  
the fantastic opportunity of working 
with textiles for a full day at Bolton 
University.  They  learnt how to weft 
knit, work with non woven materials, 
and weave whilst creating samples.  
They saw a demonstration of warp 
knitting and visited the fabric testing 
laboratory to complete their industrial 
experience. 
 

Sarah Murphy  
Head of Food & Textiles  

 

Turtonôs Got Talent 
 

Turton has an abundance of talented 
students who continue to bring success 
and excellence to the school.  Students 
have represented their town, county 
and country.  The department 
recognised their contributions in the 
first ever School Sports Presentation 
Evening at the Last Drop. 

 
 

The department awarded trophies in 
the following categories: 
 

Player of the Year ï Chloe Knott (Year 
8)  George Holliday (Year 8) 
 

Team of the Year ï Year 10/11 Rugby  
Year 10 Netball 
 

Contribution to School Sport ï Katie 
Swindells (Year 9)  Declan Dudley 
(Year 10) 
 

Development Award ï Jessica 
Howard (Year 10)  Edward Morton 
(Year 10) 
 

Best Sporting Behaviour ï Ben 
Harrison (Year 9)  Evie Webster (Year 
10) 
 

Outstanding Achievement ï Gareth 
Pritchard (Year 9)  Erin Pollitt (Year 8) 
 

Sports Captains ï Andrew Kellett 
(Year 10)   Racheal Foxley (Year 10) 

The evening was a huge success and 
the department would like to thank Mrs 
Costello for organising it, and also our 
guest speaker, Olympic athlete and ex-
pupil Tom Lancashire for supporting the 
event.  
 

Try and Try Again  
Another excellent year for Turton as the 
combined Year 10 and 11 Rugby Union 
team repeated last yearôs feat of 
winning the Emerging Schools League 
against all odds.  Many inexperienced 
players, under the leadership of Year 
10 pupil Oliver Parkinson, quickly 
responded to the challenge and the 
team certainly look set to dominate next 
season. 
 

Rounders  
Year 11 girls remain undefeated 
winning their tournament and retaining 
the title of Bolton Champions. 
Year 8, 9 and 10 finished runners-up. 
 

Cricket  
Another successful season but 
unfortunately only Year 10 remain in 
the Bolton Cup. 
 

Athletics  
The Year 7 and 11 boys and girls put in 
a fine team effort finishing runners-up. 
 

Year 9 and Year 10 ï The girls finished 
4th and the boys 5th. 
 

We celebrated a great day on Sports 
Day with some super performances 
and new school records. 
 

Finally the department would like to 
thank all those who have helped in any 
way throughout the year and wish 
everyone an enjoyable break. 
 

See you in September. 
 

Chris Mullin - Head of PE  
Rugby star inspires 

T:mac students  

Year 10 students were surprised to 
see the Great Britain Rugby League 
captain Jamie Peacock when he 
addressed them during a Raising 
Achievement Day at school.  The day 
was a success and certainly 
achieved its purpose by developing 
studentsô confidence and 
determination to achieve to the best 
of their abilities. Jamie Peacock was 
joined by Mr Damian Hughes, a 
motivational speaker in business and 
sport. 
 

Year 10 student Conor Close, aged 
15, said: òI took a lot of things from 

the day. It was a pleasure to meet 
Jamie Peacock, he was an 
inspiration.ò  
 

Paul Trainor  
Student Achievement Co -ordinator  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Jamie Peacock,  Damian Hughes and 
students Conor Close, Emma Kay, 
Hannah McFarlane and Ryan Aspinall. 

Picture courtesy of The Bolton News 

G & T Cooking Day at 
Canon Slade School  
 

A Gifted and Talented Cooking Day 
took place this term for a group of 
Year 8 students.   We went to Canon 
Slade School on a Saturday and 
made an apple pie and some bakewell 
tarts.  There were five of us from 
Turton (Lucy, Gemma, Chole, Megan 
& Connor).   
 

The  apple  pie  took   the   longest   to 

make because we had to peel, wash 
and chop all of the apples, then put 
them in a pan of hot water and boil 
them with a bit of sugar.  Whilst they 
were cooling down we made the  
pastry. This was the easiest part to do 
and you could make any design you 
wanted to on your pie. Then all you 
had to do was put it in the oven to 
cook for a while. We had great fun 
and made some new friends. 
 

Lucy Graham 8S2  

 

Edge Hill 
University  
D & T 
Curriculum 

Innovation Award 2009  
 

Mrs Straker will represent Turton at the 
Design and Technology Curriculum 
Innovation Awards at Edge Hill 
University. The award winning project 
was an `Illuminated mobile phone 
charging station` scheme of work. The 
scheme encompasses the new 
curriculum and the personal learning 
and thinking skills. All students  in  Year 
 

 7 have been taught the new scheme 
which has involved pupils making a line 
bent and shaped holder incorporating 
an electronic circuit worked by a 
pressure pad. Students have enjoyed 
evaluating their products in groups by 
recreating the popular television 
programme `Dragons Den`.  Mrs 
Straker wishes to thank Mrs Murphy 
and Miss Clare for teaching the new 
scheme in their own creative ways and 
all of the Year 7 students for their hard 
w o r k ,  e n t h u s i a s m ,  e x c i t i n g 
presentations and the high quality 
products that they have produced. 
 

Mrs Straker - Technology  

Arran, the home  
of geography!  

In May and June, an army of Year    10 
students and their teachers embarked 
on the adventure of a lifetime. T-band 
struck lucky with the weather but both 
trips were an outstanding success. 
Each day we took part in a selection of 
activities; from glacial hikes in 
mountainous terrain, through hiding in 
darkest coastal caves, to bathing in the 
gorgeous plunge pools of Glen Rosa 
Waters. 
 

Everyone had a fantastic time on the 
trip, and the following student 
comments speak for themselves, ñIt 
was really good fun and everyone 
loved itò, ñThere wasnôt a day where we 
didnôt have a great laughò, ñI had such 
an amazing time! So many memories 
that will stay with me and it will help me 
in so many ways....thank you so 
much!ò 
 

The team were a credit to the school, 
and more importantly themselves.  
Everyone had a brilliant time and was 
on their best behaviour. 
 

We would like to thank all the students, 
geography and support staff and the 
Lochranza Study Centre for an 
unforgettable trip. 
 

Rob Brown (Head Boy) and Jack 
Piercy (Deputy Head Boy)  

 

Oliver Parkinson 10S3 and Tom Lancashire 

Prefect Training Day  
 

On May 5th, 110  Year 10 students 
gathered at the Lancaster Suite at 
Bolton Town Hall, for an exciting day 
of prefect training.  They participated 
in numerous tasks, team building 
activities, role plays and presentations 
of the óperfect prefectô.  During the day 
speeches were presented by prefects 
for senior positions.  Each and every 
one was excellent, but many 
congratulations to the elected Head 
Boy and Girl; Rob Brown and Rachael 
Ault and deputies; Jack Piercy, Tim 
Oxley-Longhurst, Racheal Foxley and 
Jessica Howard. 
 

Ray Foy - Head of Year 10  

 

 
 

As the year draws to a close, I must 
thank you again for your support this 
year.  A great team effort from the 
Parentsô Association, VOL ï the 
Student Council and school staff 
raised well over £2,000 for the school 
at Sundayôs Summer Fair.  Well done 
to everyone involved. 
 

It was a pleasure to recognise the 
effort and ability of so many younger 
students at the Key Stage 3 
Achievement Awards last week.  
Again, congratulations to all the 
winners. To those who narrowly 
missed out, next year may be your 
year;  keep up the good work. I was 
particularly pleased to see Harry 
Darby win the John Ridehalgh Award 
for making the school a happier place 
to be, an award that is close to our 
hearts as we honour Johnôs memory 
each year. 
 

Thank you to all who have been 
supporting   the  many   charity  fund- 
 

 

 
raising events in this last half-term.  
Thank you also  for  the very  positive  
response to Transplant Week in 
honour of Jack Coleman and Faith 
Ong. 
 

I hope our Year 11, 12 and 13 
students awaiting GCSE, AS and A2 
results will achieve the rewards they 
deserve.  May the summer also bring 
a much needed and well-earned rest 
to students and staff alike as we 
recharge the batteries ready to do it 
all again in September.  As the extra 
holiday week falls this year, I must 
also urge all our young people to stay 
safe and to spare a thought for family 
members who have to carry on 
working hard through the summer.  I 
hope you will do all you can to help at 
home and make it an enjoyable time 
for family, friends and neighbours, 
not just yourselves. 
 

Best regards and thanks again. 
 

John Porteous  - Headteacher  

 

Thank You  



 

 

  

 

 

Animal Day  
 

250 Year 6 students spent the day at 
Turton High School as part of our 
induction programme. A fantastic and 
enjoyable day was had by all.  It was 
not only interesting for the students but 
also gave them the opportunity to meet 
new people who will be starting with 
them in September. The day consisted 
of various speakers delivering 
sessions to the students. The line up 
included Birds of Prey from Hawk 
Experience, The Big Bug Road Show 
and Guide Dogs for the Blind. 

Mark Sykes - Science/Events  

T:mac pilot the Creative 
and Media Diploma!  
 

T:mac are inviting a group of around 
twenty students to take part in the 
Creative and Media Diploma. This 
new course will begin from 
September and will take the place of 
two options on the timetables of 
those who opt to do it. 
 

They will receive seven GCSEs at 
whatever grade they reach (A*-C) 
and can proceed to either level 3 
Diploma or A levels. The school is 
targeting those students who have a 
particular interest and/or ability in 
creative arts. 
 

Diplomas are being welcomed by 
Universities and Employers and we 
are keen to engage with them. By 
2013 all our students will have the 
opportunity to follow any one of the 
thirteen diplomas that will be then 
available. Any we donôt offer will be 
provided by our students travelling to 
other schools, colleges and work 
based providers who do offer them. 
 

If your child is in Years 7 to 9 and has 
any queries about the Diplomas 
please direct them to me, Mrs Miller, 
Mrs Eyres or Mrs Kearns. We will be 
exploring the Diplomas more in future 
newsletters. 
 

Charlie Taylor  
Deputy Headteacher  

Celebrating Applied 
Learning!  
 

On the 24th June all National 
Vocational students, past, present 
and future were invited to attend an 
awards ceremony to celebrate the 
achievements of students studying 
CoPE, BTEC Media, or attending 
vocational college courses such as 
hairdressing, construct ion or 
mechanical engineering.  Students 
were also awarded for developing 
their team building skills whilst on 
Duke of Edinburgh. 
 

This was also a great insight for Year 
9 students who are about to leap into 
the Applied Learning courses 
available to them at Turton.  The 
courses are an alternative way of 
learning and enable students a more 
hands on approach to achieving 

qualifications through practical 
productions, portfolio of evidence or 
learning a trade at college one day a 
week.  These courses provide 
students with skills that can prepare 
them for work, by experiencing it first 
hand. 
 

The day, which was organised by 
Head of Applied Learning, Mrs Eyres 
was a huge success.  The Bolton 
News attended the event which was 
supported by parents, and other 
members of staff who were there to 
congratulate the students on their 
efforts over the previous three years. 
 

Mrs Eyres said, "It was lovely to see 
everyone again, so thank you all for 
attending and congratulations to 
everyone for your efforts and 
achievements!" 
 

Emma Shaw - Teacher of 
Vocational Curriculum   

In Spring the Age 
Concern Project was 
really pleased to 
secure a second 
lottery award, worth 

£3,400 which has and will continue to 
subsidise the intergenerational 
activities on a Wednesday afternoon. 
So far money has been used to pay 
for indoor games equipment; a Wii, a 
trip to Hollywood Bowl for a Ten Pin 
bowling session, a workshop on chair 
dancing by Spiral Dance and trips to 
the Lowry to see "HMS Pinafore" and 
ñAn Inspector Calls". This December 
there will be a trip to see "White 
Christmas" starring Aled Jones. The 
tea club (to distinguish the project 
from luncheon clubs for older people) 
will be known as TIGAWS this year - 
Turton Intergenerational Ageing Well 
Set to get the message across that 
the lottery fund is for TIGAWS to 
focus on greater mobility, fun,  
healthy living  and many chair-based 
physical exercises.  
 

Jane Sweetlove  
Age Concern Co -ordinator  

Anybody for afternoon 
tea? 

 

The Food Technology department 
welcomed the Year 10 German 
exchange students and their teachers 
to a taster lesson, making scones. 
 

This was a new experience for the 
students as they do not study Food 
Technology in the German curriculum. 
 

 

Harley Marginson and Jacob Yeates (A 
level Food Technology students), Mrs 
Reynolds, Mrs Smethurst and Mrs 
Beattie (Laura and Rachelôs nan) 
supported small groups of students 
with the making.  Mrs Beattie presented 
the visiting students with an English 
word search book to encourage them 
to develop their understanding of the 
English language. 
 

The results were superb and we all 
thoroughly enjoyed eating the scones, 
served with jam and cream! 
 

Liz Smethurst & Rachel Reynolds  
D & T Department  

 

 
 
 

As part of Enterprise Education, we 
have launched another £10 challenge 
to Year 9 students. The aim is for 
each tutor group to devise fund 
raising schemes, to generate as 
much money for charity as possible 
from an initial loan of £10. We want 
students to show their enterprise 
skills in ways that help the less 
fortunate members of society, rather 
than just themselves. They only have 
a month to undertake  this  task   and,  

 

to encourage a bit of competition, the 
tutor group that raises the most 
money will win a prize of £100. The 
last time we ran this scheme, £2350 
was raised for various charities. We 
would appreciate any contribution 
from parents to support this event, by 
encouraging their childôs endeavours 
either financially or verbally.  
 

Bill Tomlinson, Work Related 
Learning Co -ordinator.  

Year 9 ñTenner Challengeò 

Music Departmentôs 
Summer Performances ï 
Ole!!  
 

If youôve been struggling with the heat 
in school recently, spare a thought for 
the Junior & Senior Big Bands together 
with the Wind Band who are currently 
performing to large foreign audiences 
outdoors in the Catalan region of 
Spain this week. The bands are to give 
3 concerts at different venues 
throughout the region. There will be a 
full update on this tour in the next 
newsletter, so watch this space! 
 

The Summer Concert was held on 8th 
July ï and once again we had to say 
our farewells to our Year 13 leavers 
who have served the department so 
well for the last 7 years. The concert 
featured all our T:mac ensembles 
including a school debut for the Samba 
Band, fresh from their involvement in 
the óSing Upô project at the Victoria 
Hall 2 weeks earlier. The concert also 
featured a special class performance 
by members of 7T2 who have been 
involved in an 8 month ówhole class 
bandô project. 
 

The Big Bands have also been busy 
outside of school with performances at 
the KS3 Presentation Evening, and a 
full charity concert for the Barlow 
Institute on Saturday 27th July. 
 

John Parkinson ï Head of Music  

Community Cohesion  

The Religious Education department 
recently organised a Year 7 trip to 
three separate places of worship .This 
visit had two main aims, firstly to bring 
the subject to life. Bolton is fortunate 
enough to have a multi-cultural 
population, and  by    going    out   into  
the    community  we   will   be able  to  

experience the variety of beliefs and 
places of worship that our community 
contains. The second aim was to 
increase our subject knowledge of 
places of worship. Consequently we 
visited Christ Church Little Lever, The 
Swaminarayan Temple, Zakariyya 
Mosque and the Veda Mandir. These 
visits gave us a real insight into how 
people worship In Bolton and also how 
these beliefs affect their everyday life.  
The students were not only very well 
behaved, they also asked some   
really insightful questions to the 
representatives of each faith.  We fully 
intend to return next year but would 
like to thank the Inter-Faith Council in 
Bolton for all their help and support in 
organising the trip. 
 

Jeanette Edge - Head of RE  

Adult Classes At T:MAC  
 

If you would like to enrol on a course at Turton Adult Centre 
please phone 01204 907000 (Bolton Community College,       
Manchester Road campus) or visit www.boltoncollege.ac.uk for 
enrolment times. 

Ex student Dr Ben Griffiths, left, and 
John Porteous, right, presenting 
Harry Darby with the John Ridehalgh 
Memorial Trophy. 

Nichole Rabbitt, of Harwood  
Meadows Primary School, with a  

giant millipede. 

 

 

6th ï 10th July 2009 was óShine 2009ô 
week and here at Turton we have 
celebrated the achievements of Year 
7 as they complete their first year. 
Theyôve had a particularly good start 
to secondary education and we 
wanted to make sure they knew it! 
 

During our special Shine assembly 
on Tuesday 7th July we gave every 
Year 7 a certificate celebrating a 
special talent they hold, plus there 
were two student awards per subject 
for those who have excelled in 
subject areas. Lots of students got 
i n v o l v e d  i n  p r o v i d i n g  t h e 
entertainment for the special 
assembly, including all of 7T2 playing 
their instruments, Cait Lloyd singing 
Alesha Dixon, 7T3 highlighting the 
issue of racism and a performance by 
the Ladsô Dance Troupe.  Throughout 
the assembly Year 7 work was on 

display marking their superb first 
year. 
 

However, not only have we honoured 
Year 7 achievement during Shine 
week but we have also run Year 7 
Celebration Lunches on 9th and 10th 
July rewarding those students who 
have been nominated by their Year 7 
teachers. Nominations were for a 
variety of reasons; attainment, effort, 
homework, attitude, helpfulness etc... 
and this has ended the year on a 
really positive note! 
 

So Year 7, what was your special 
talent? 
 

Angela Golland - English  

 

A chance  
to SHINE!  

Shine Assembly  

Calling all ócreativesô! 
 

We are currently compiling a list of 
contacts of professionals in the 
creative industries who would be 
willing to come and talk to the 
Creative and Media Diploma 
students about the area that they 
work in.  This will usually be done 
during the school day at a mutually 
convenient time. 
 

If you work in the creative sector 
(television, radio, newspaper/
magazine publishing, visual arts, 
architecture, film, photography, 
design, music, dance, theatre, etc) 
and would be willing to be put on our 
database, please email Carole Miller 
at millerc@tmac.uk.com with brief 
details of your area of work. 
 

Carole Miller - Assistant Headteacher  

KS3 Presentation Evening  


