
 

 

Building, Boating and 
Bonding for Year 7 at 
Burrs!   

 

Over four fantastic days, 240 Year 7 
students visited Burrs Country Park, 
for action packed fun.  They took part 
in: kayaking, abseiling, problem 
solving, raft building and more 
importantly getting to know one 
another by working in teams.  They 
encouraged each other and learned to 
listen: even when the rain appeared it 
didnôt dampen anyoneôs spirits and 
everyone got stuck in! 
 

Mr Wilman added, óTaking the 
youngsters away from todayôs 
playthings: computers, mobile phones 
and Playstation games and giving 
them a taste of real fun was great to 
watch. They all threw themselves into 
it and were definitely tired and hungry 
by lunchtime - Result!ô 
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In this electronic age, we can never 
complain of being short of 
information.  Literally, a whole world 
of information is available at the click 
of a button.  Part of our job is to 
educate ourselves and our young 
people to research, analyse and 
make sense of what is out there, so 
that we can become knowledgeable, 
informed and balanced in our 
thoughts and judgements. 
 

As a school, we have to think 
carefully not just about the 
information we allow in but also      
the information we put out.  
Communication is key to the success 
of most enterprises but what is the 
best and most effective way of 
communicating? 

 

For example, we have been asked to 
fulfil a legal requirement by issuing 
the enclosed privacy notice to all 
parents.  We are happy to oblige but 

suggested that this could be posted 
on the school website.  Apparently 
not; that would not necessarily reach 
everyone so here is a piece of paper 
which most of you will quickly consign 
to a bin ï hopefully a recycling one! 
 

This started us thinking.  How many 
of these newsletters reach home, are 
read and maybe appreciated by 
parents?   
 
 
 

To find out, we could send out a 
survey, as we have in the past, but 
how many of the surveys would be 
returned?  (less than 30% last time).  
 

 As an eco-friendly school, winning 
awards for our work in this area, can 
we justify the paper, colour print etc 
or is there a better way? 
 

So here is the plan.  In future we will 
move over to an electronic newsletter, 
available  to  anyone  via  the   school  
website.  It will still appear  in  the last 

 
 

week of each half term, reflect a snap
-shot of what has been happening in 
school and flag up forthcoming 
events, meetings and activities.  
Previous newsletters will also remain 
on the website if people wish to     
look back or refer to                
previous achievements, stories or 
photographs.  That way, we can keep 
in touch but with a clear conscience 
environmentally. 
 

However, if you still wish to receive 
your own colour copy of the 
newsletter or if you have difficulty 
accessing on-line versions, please do 
not hesitate to complete the return 
slip, on the second page of the 
privacy notice letter, and we will be 
happy to continue to send a copy 
home each half term. 
 

Best regards 
 

John Porteous - Headteacher  

BSmart on the bus é  
 

Do you travel on an Arriva bus to and 
from school? If you do, then from now 
on you can use your BSmart card to 
pay for travel the cashless way.  
Arriva services going near or to the 
school include the 538/539, 541 and 
563. 
 

So thereôll be no more checking in the 
morning to see if you have enough 
change!  Simply top up your card 
online (or get someone to top it up for 
you), then hold your card next to the 
reader on the bus and your ticket will 
print out and it will show the 
transaction and the balance left on the 
card. Itôs a simple as that! 
 

To find out more visit the Arriva page 
o n  t h e  s Q u i d  w e b s i t e  a t 
www.squidcard.com/arrivabuses.html. 
If you have already registered your 
card with sQuid, you will see the 
GMPTE (Transit) purse when you log 
into you account. If you have not 
already registered your card you will 
need to do so at www.squidcard.com 

and top up online before you travel.    

If you donôt yet have a BSmart card, 
you can apply at your local Bolton 
library or at the One Stop Shop in 
Bolton Town Hall. You will need to 
complete an application form (visit 
www.bolton.gov.uk/bsmart) and click 
the Sign up link to download a form 
and take it with you, together with 
proof of your identity / address. Plus, if 
youôre under 16 weôll need to see 
proof of age and your parent or 
guardian will need to sign the form. 
 

This pay as you go bus travel scheme 
is the first of its type in the UK ï and a 
first for Bolton too ï so be amongst 
the first to give it a go. Remember 
your BSmart card is 3 cards in one ï 
you can also use it to pay for activities 
and to join the library. 
 

Any questions about the card? Check 
out the BSmart website or call the 
BSmart Helpline  on 01024 334123 
 

Note: You can only pay using your 
card on Arriva buses at present.  

 
 
 

 

Monday 26th - Friday 30th October - 
Autumn Half Term 
 

Monday 26th - Wednesday 28th - Year 
11 Coursework Catch-up in M1 
Thursday 5th November - GCSE       
Re-sits until 13th November 
Year 9 Nuremberg Exchange Parentsô 
Meeting 5 - 6pm 
Wednesday 11th November - Year 11 
Parentsô Evening 4 - 6.30pm 
Tuesday 17th November - Old Year 11 
Presentation Evening (2009) 
Thursday 19th November - 6th Form 
Open Evening 6.30 - 9pm 
Friday 27th November - PA Christmas 
Market 
Wednesday  9th  December  -  Year  11  
Mock Exams until 15th December 
Friday 18th December school finishes 
at 1pm for Christmas  
Monday 21st December - Old Year 13 
Presentation Evening 
Tuesday 5th January term begins for 
students and staff 

Parentsô Association 
 

Interested in joining the PA  then please 
e:mail jan_sofield@yahoo.co.uk  

Next meeting Tuesday 3rd  
November, 7.30pm following the  

Parentsô Forum at 6.30pm in the t:mac 
building.  

Year 9 Make Their Mark  
 

During the summer term, Year 9 
students were ñchallengedò to use their 
enterprise skills to raise money for 
charity from a starting loan of £10 
per  tutor group. This was the second 
time we have run ñThe Tenner 
Challengeò, and once again it was a 
great success, with a total of £1800 
raised for charity.  Each group decided 
which charity to support and these 
included Bolton Hospice, Cancer 
Research and Marie Curie Nurses. The 
fund raising schemes were many and 
varied, ranging from car boot sales to 
dyeing a teacherôs hair pink! Both 
students and group tutors got right into 
the swing of things, with the result that 
Social Enterprise understanding came 
to the fore. Each tutor group made a 
contribution, the tutor group raising the 
highest single figure being 9T4. A 
brilliant effort all round. 
 

 
 

Bill Tomlinson - Careers Department  

óShowing offô during 
Year 9 Enterprise Day!  
 

A productive day was had by Year 9 
GCSE Food and Textile Technology 
students at the end of the summer term.  
 

Mr Carr (pictured below) and Carrôs 
Butchers shared the skills of sausage 
mak ing  wh i l s t  Mrs  Reyno lds 
demonstrated flaky pastry making.  
 
 
 

 

 

 

Sarah Murphy - Head of Food & Textiles  

Thank you to all the staff who helped 
out and took part in the activities, and 
well done to Year 7 students who 
really got the most out of the 
visit...and remember your motto 
óTeam means Together, Everyone, 
Achieves, More!ô 

 
 

Welcome back everyone.  We hope 
that you have had a great holiday.  All 
fixtures are now up and running.  The 
extra-curricular timetable should be 
posted in all form rooms and we hope 
that the new Year 7ôs will take 
advantage of our extensive range of 
sporting activities. 
 

The netball and girlsô football teams 
have had a successful start to the 
season.  Competitions begin after half 
term, so donôt forget to check the 
notice board for details. 
 

The Bolton Schools Rugby 
Championships are well underway and 
Turton have made an excellent start in 
all year categories.  The combined 
Year 10 and 11 team have continued 
where they left off last year. They sit 
comfortably at the top of the table 
having not yet conceded a try in 6 
games played.   The Year 7ôs have 
also started strongly having not yet 
been beaten. They look a very exciting 
prospect indeed.  The Year 8 and 9 
team have had mixed fortunes so far 
but both are sitting comfortably in third 
position of their respective leagues.  

 

Training for all year groups has been 
changed to Wednesday evenings 3 ï 
4.30pm.  Everyone is  welcome! 
 

The basketball season is due to 
commence after half term but 
preparation is well underway.  Practice 
for all year groups is on a Tuesday 
evening 3 ï 4.30pm in the Sports Hall. 
 

The football teams have had a highly 
successful start to this yearôs league 
fixtures.  Year 7 have had a perfect 
start to the season having played 7 
games and won 7, seeing over 50 
goals along the way.  Year 9 and 10 
have also had strong starts to the 
season and all 3 year groups sit at the 
top of the Bolton School League  table. 
In the next few weeks the cup 
competition starts, so good luck to all 
years. 
 

Finally ...Boxing Club and Orienteering 
Club are on Tuesdays and Thursdays 
respectively ï we would love to see 
some new members. 
 

Again if there is an activity you are 
interested in and it is not on the 
timetable please ask a member of the 
PE department. 

Chris Mullin - Head of PE  
Natalie Parry - Year 7 Pastoral 
Leader  

Textile consultants óProject Textilesô 
explored CAD/CAM culminating with the  
students producing a bag displaying an  
environmental logo.  It was a superb day! 

How to communicate effectively?  

http://www.squidcard.com/
http://www.squidcard.com/arrivabuses.html
http://www.squidcard.com
http://www.bolton.gov.uk/bsmart


 

 

  

 

 

Jack OôKane 7S4, 
winner of the product 
of the month for 
ófruitasticô fruit salad.  
One of the best we 
have seen. 
 

Catherine Dower  
D & T Department  

Turton turn heads at 
Business competition  
 

A team from Turton Sixth Form came 
runners up in a National Business 
Competition held at Aston University, 
Birmingham on Monday 6th July.  
Sixth Form teams from all over  the 
country went through a business 
s imu la t ion  cu lm ina t i ng  in  a 
presentation to a panel of 9 judges, all 
at the top of their profession, in a 
daunting 10 minute trial: a veritable 
Dragonsô Denesque experience! 
 

The teams reached the Birmingham 
final after a series of regional rounds, 
and Turton successfully fought their 
way to the top.  The events were run 
by the Institute of Chartered 
Accountants in England and Wales 

(ICAEW) and  also  provided  a  good 
insight into accountancy careers for 
students.  Well done to all involved! 
 

Paul Sanders - Business Studies  

Pictured above at Aston University left 
to right are: Nadia Maliki, Zenub        
Muhammad, Javed Choudry, James 
Catherall, Jamie Alnaimi and Nabeel     
I qbal. 

Sixth Formers 
reach dizzy heights 
on Mount Snowdon  
 

It was just like the good old days of 
Arran. 32 of our current Year 12 
jumped into two minibuses and 
headed off on another geographical 
adventure. 
 

We started exploring locally, working 
on our data collection skills in Bolton 
town centre. They were so efficient 
w i t h  t h e i r  s u r v e y s  a n d 
questionnaires that they all made 
time to eat well and visit a few shops 
as well in their allocated time. 

Llandudno front, pier and arcades 
were the next stop as we arrived in 
Wales. Well done Tom for winning 
another department mascot! 
 

Once at the foothills of Snowdon, 
our base, the hostel was great and 
as the staff settled into the cooking 
routine, the students enjoyed the 
local scenery and games room. 
 

Anglesey proved a great classroom 
with a visit to Wylfa nuclear power 
station, a local wind farm and we 
even got our surveying equipment 
out to measure the profile of a rare 
bay bar. Refreshing ice cream treats 
were enjoyed by everyone to 
prepare for the following dayôs 
challenge...to reach the top of 
Snowdon! 
 

We were thrilled to get all 32 
students to the summit cafe, just a 
little frustrated that the clouds came 
down to reduce our visibility to less 
than 50m! 
 

With tired legs and smiling faces we 
set off home for the weekend. Some 
were luckier than others, by 
travelling on the working bus and 
were home for 6pm. Others sat by 
the side of the road near Prestatyn 
being entertained by Mr Foy as their 
bus had a dodgy gear box. 
 

Thanks for a great few days guys, 
you always rise to every challenge 
we set. Go for it in your Geography 
exams. 
 

Clare Smith -  Head of Geography  

Warren had trouble getting Fred 
to answer his questionnaire! 

Do large pebbles = a steep or a  
gentle slope? Liz, George and 
Laura can tell you. 

Fruitastic!  

Year 9 Recycled Bag 
Competition  

 

Kate Clark 10S1, shows 
off the bag she made 
from bubble wrap, sweet 
wrappers, magazines 
and scraps of material. 
 

Numerous bags were 
e n t e r e d  f o r  t h e 

competition and Kateôs was the 
chosen design.    Congratulations! 
 

 

Catherine Dower ï Textiles  

250 Club Winners  
July: 1st  J Price, 2nd M & K Clegg, 
3rd  L Howe.   
August: 1st  M Watkins-Patel, 
2nd L Partington, 3rd  P Johnson 
September: 1st  C Kay, 2nd P Lace, 
3rd  D Hart 

 

 

 

 

 

Emily Hall and Samantha Price 

(Year 8) ï winners of the óActive 

Kids Get Cooking Challengeô display 

their healthy breakfast. 

Donôt Skip Breakfast 

Warburtons Enterprise 
Trip  
 

The Year 11 GCSE Food Technology 
Enterprise group visited Warburtons 
Bakery on the 30

th
 September as part 

of their research on industrial practice 
in the food industry.  
 

Students had the 
opportunity to tour 
the factory and will 
use much of this 
information in their 
GCSE coursework. 
N o t i c e  t h e 
protective clothing 
we all had to wear, 
this was due to 
strict health and 
safety rules. 

Year 8 ï 
Design a Logo 
Competition - 
Riding for the 
Disabled  
Association  
 

Elizabeth Heywood pictured with her 
winning design. It will now be made 
into a commercial logo and hooded 
shirts displaying it will be produced 
and sold to raise funds for the 
charity.  Well done! 
 

Catherine Dower - Textiles  

Fairtrade Mural  
 

Outside the Food Technology 
department many of you will have 
noticed that the mural has changed.  
Mrs Preston-Bloor co-ordinated the 
creation of a new mural to symbolize 
Turton is making the transition to 
become a Fairtrade School.  Mrs 
Sawyer and students from Year 7, 8 
and 9 were all involved in the process. 
 

We have tried to explain to people the 
many benefits of changing to Fairtrade 
products within and out of school by 
helping farmers to get a fairer deal for 
the products they are producing and 
selling. 
 

A lot of hard work was put into 
creating the mural and we ended up 
with a magnificent result. 
 

Emily Siddall - 9S4 
 

us and a great musical, cultural, 
ensemble experience for all our 
players. The trip was also a fantastic 
introduction to the bands for some of 
our youngest Year 7 students who had 
only been in the groups for a matter of 
months. 
 

We really didnôt want to set off on   the  
long  journey  back  ....after  all,  Mr 
Shepherd had managed to recharge 
his iphone again! 
 

John Parkinson - Head of Music  
 

Play Services  
Workshop  

 

Year 11 GCSE Child Development 
enjoyed a workshop where they learnt 
about the benefits of play for the under 
5s.  The session, delivered by Ciara 
Steele and Dominic Rice was 
thoroughly enjoyed by staff and 
students.  We all went back to our 
childhood!! 

 

 

Liz Smethurst & Rachel Reynolds  
D & T Department  

Liz Smethurst & Sarah Murphy  
Technology Department  

 

 
 

Building on the success of last yearôs 
Bronze Duke of Edinburgh award, the 
D of E team were confident that they 
could make this year the best yet. This 
year would be bigger, more 
demanding and would have an 
overwhelming number of interested 
students willing to take part. 
 
Mr Scott, Teacher of Geography 
�V�D�L�G���� �³�7�K�H�� �V�W�U�X�F�W�X�U�H�� �R�I�� �W�K�H�� �'�X�N�H�� �R�I��
Edinburgh scheme running in school 
has changed since last year. We are 
now offering a Direct Gold award to 
years 12 and 13 and a Bronze award 
�W�R���\�H�D�U�������´�� 
 

 
At the preliminary meeting for the 
Bronze group we had close to 40 
interested students and we had the 
same number attend the preliminary 
Gold meeting. We are all really lucky 
to have so many students willing to 
devote so much of their spare time to 
this extremely beneficial award. 
 

The Bronze and Gold groups will meet 
on alternating Mondays and in these 
sessions will learn map reading skills, 
route planning and many other 
worthwhile skills. As well as this, 
students will be required to complete 
voluntary work, a skills based and 
physical activity in their own time. 

Duke Of Edinburgh News!  

Barcelooooonnnnnaaaa  

 

The Junior & Senior Big Bands and 
the Senior Wind Band had the very 
wearing task of having to perform 
three live concerts during the last 
week of the school year in July,  whilst 
everyone else was gently winding 
down for Summer. Fortunately the 

performance venues were all in and 
around Barcelona, so the bands said 
that they were prepared to put up with 
the inconvenience. After 26 hours of 
Mr Shepherd demonstrating the 
features of his new iphone during the 
coach journey the bands were more 
than ready to tackle the first concert ï 
no-matter what the heat! 
 

We soon got into the continental spirit:  
outdoor venues with keen audiences 
who all relaxed and stayed for over 90 
minutes for each performance and 
one gig that only started at 10pm and 
ran until the early hours.  The group 
even managed to fit in beach games, 
fine dining, a ridiculous roller-coaster 
at Port Adventura, Spainôs biggest 
theme park, and some amazing 
musical performances.   
 

It was a fantastic swansong for the 
older players who were about to leave 

The band looked very eye -catching 
in their new luminous blue t -shirts 
(designed especially for the trip by 
Mr Bennett).  


