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ITV Director Delivers 
Workshop  
 

Our Creative and Media  diploma 
students recently enjoyed a fantastic 
industry-based workshop working 
alongside pupils from Smithills School 
and Canon Slade. 
 

Directors from the popular ITV 
programme ñThe Billò ran the 
workshop alongside famous actors 
and recognised sound and lighting 
experts. 
 

The Diploma is a new recognised 
course that is worth the equivalent of 8 
GCSE's. The course is designed for 
students that have an interest in 
working in the Arts or Media sectors. 
  

This day saw the director, Nigel, 
deliver a master class on directing for 
TV.  Pupils worked on TV scripts with 
professional guidance and equipment, 
working closely with the actors, 
technical crew and director. They 

learned how to rehearse scenes for 
TV, how to block them, how to film 
them from different angles and how to 
work on different shots and eye-lines. 
 

The day was very successful: the 
pupils really enjoyed themselves and 
stepped up to the challenge to work 
with professionals.  
 

Nigel, the director, said "These 
students are a credit to their schools. 
During the course they have produced 
some fantastic work and have 
behaved with professional attitudes." 

Year 11 Mock 
Interview Scheme  
 

Well over half the year group took 
advantage of the mock interview 
scheme run by the Parentsô 
Association, during 7 seven 
evenings in October and November. 
The smartly dressed if slightly 
nervous students were interviewed 
by a panel made  up of parents and 
supporters of   the scheme. Students 
emerged triumphantly from their 
interviews clutching their feedback 
sheets and certificates armed for the 
future. Interviewers commented on 
how confidently the Year 11s 
handled their interviews. Thanks 
must go to the team of interviewers 
who gave up their time and expertise 
so willingly and to the refreshment 
teams. 
 
 

Diane Ault - Parentsô Association 

Congratulations to everyone involved 
in the Ofsted inspection and many 
thanks to all the staff, students, 
parents and governors whose 
contributions ensured such a 
successful outcome.  To be judged 
good, improving year on year and with 
so many outstanding features is a 
massive achievement under the new 
Ofsted framework. 
 

The inspection report of Ofstedôs main 
findings state: 
ñTurton is a good school 
characterised by outstanding levels of 
care and support.  It is held in high 
regard by parents and carers.  
Comments from parents such as ñmy 
son has thrived both as a person and 
as a studentò and, ñboth of my 
children have received excellent 
education and have felt part of a safe 
and supportive communityò are typical 
of the views expressed to inspectors. 
 

Studentsô attainment in GCSE 
examinations has improved year on 
year and is consistently above the 
national average.ò 
 

The judgements on the sixth form 
concluded: 
ñThe sixth form provides a good 
supportive education where students 
attend well and make good progress.  
Teaching in the sixth form is good 
overall and at times outstanding.  The 
best teachers have excellent subject 
knowledge; their lessons are 
interesting, engaging and well-
structured to ensure progress is 
rigorously addressed and students 
have an accurate picture of how well 
they are doing.ò 
 

The report ends with the views of 
parents and carers.  ñNinety six per 
cent of those who expressed a view 
were happy overall with their childôs 
experience at the school.ò 
 

We are glad that parents appreciate 

our efforts but we are determined to 
make further improvements in the 
future.  We were honest with the 
inspectors about our plans; for 
example, the work we are doing to 
overcome the dip in maths results at 
GCSE in summer 2009.  We talked 
about our new 3 year plan with its 
focus on improving teaching and 
learning still further.  We also 
discussed the need for greater 
differentiation in some lessons to 
accommodate studentsô individual 
learning needs. 
 

In tackling these challenges we can 
be strengthened by the praise and 
approval of the Ofsted team this time 
round.  Some of the judgements 
which matter a lot to us included: 

ñThe quality of teaching and learning 
is good; students enjoy their lessons 
and achieve well.  Vulnerable and 
disadvantaged students, including 
those with special educational 
needs and/or disabilities receive 
outstanding support and as a result 
they too make good progress.ò 

ñA thriving programme of extra-
curr icu lar  act iv i t ies ensures 
studentsô needs and interests are 
met.ò 

ñStudentsô thoughtful and mature 
behaviour creates a positive climate 
around the school.  The outstanding 
care, guidance and support 
contribute to studentsô good 
personal development and well-
being.ò 

ñThe school has effectively 
a d d r e s s e d  t h e  a r e a s  f o r 
improvement at the last inspection 
and there has been a steady 
improvement in overall standards 
and achievement.  Hence, capacity 
for further improvement is good.ò 

ñThe Key Stage 3 curriculum is 
developing well, leading to a more 
creative and imaginative provision.ò 

ñVery effective transition 
arrangements ensure that students 
settle into their new school quickly 
and smoothly.ò 

ñAll forms of discrimination and 
barriers to learning are tackled very 
effectively and the schoolôs 
promotion of equality of opportunity 
is outstanding.ò 

ñThe school has an inclusive ethos.  
Safeguarding procedures are 
outstanding.  The school is a high 
quality practice leader in the local 
authority.ò 

ñPartnerships to promote learning 
and well-being are outstanding.  
Parents and carers are highly 
supportive of the schoolôs leadership 
team and their views are fully taken 
into account.ò 

 

I could go on but your own copy of the 
report is enclosed and it will be on the 
schoolôs website too.  The main points 
are that we know we canôt please all 
of the people all of the time but we 
can try.  If you let us know your 
concerns we will try to resolve them.  
We will continue to share the 
excellent practice in teaching and 
learning across all departments so 
that we can move more satisfactory 
lessons to good and more good 
lessons to outstanding.   Most of all 
we will strive to get the balance right 
between keeping our caring ethos in 
which our young people feel they can 
thrive, and yet preparing them for the 
realities and challenges of the world 
beyond school.  I hope you as parents 
will continue to tell us whether we are 
getting the balance right or not.  
Thank you. 
 

I hope we all enjoy some rest and 
recuperation this Christmas and every 
best wish to you and your families for 
New Year 2010. 
 

John Porteous - Headteacher  

Charlie Taylor - Deputy Head  

 

PE News 
Another extremely busy term with the 
football teams continuing their success 
in the league.  Year 7 sit at the top, 
while Years 9 and 10 hold second 
position. 
 

Years 9, 10 and 11 are all through to 
the Quarter finals of the Bolton 
Schools Cup Competition in February. 
Girlsô football is extremely popular and 
the teams have made a great start in 
the league with some outstanding 
performances.  Well done to everyone 
and a reminder for new players, 
practice is every Thursday. 

Netball  
All teams are safely through to the 
next round of the Bolton Knockout. 
Congratulations to the Year 11 Netball 
Team who won the Bolton Schools 
Tournament. 
 

Badminton  
The Badminton Club has been 
extremely well supported this year.  
The numbers are such that the club 
now meets on two nights: Thursday 
Years 9 and 10 and Friday for Years 7 
and 8. 
 

The team has opened the season with 
an impressive win at Smithills. 
 

Basketball  
The Basketball season is well under 
way with Turton having completed a 
full round of fixtures with St Jamesô 
and Ladybridge at all year levels.  
Turton emerged victorious in 8 out of 
the 10 games with the Year 9ôs having 
been defeated for the first time in 3 
years.  An under strength team lost 
narrowly to Ladybridge and the Year 
7ôs lost to St Jamesô.  All other teams 
won. 
 

Mrs Kimblin makes exceedingly 
good swimmers  
The junior boysô Water Polo team 
have won their first three matches 
against Sharples, Canon Slade and 
Bolton School. 
 

Mrs Kimblin would like to see more 
girls attending in order to start a girlsô 
club. 
 

Salford 100 Life Saving Competition  
At the above competition in November 

the following students won 7 out of the 

20 medals awarded to Bolton schools. 
Girls 1st Kathryn Hamer (Year 7), 2nd 
Katrina Steele (Year 8), 6th Amy 
Howatson (Year 7) and 7th Lucy 
Ainsworth (Year 7). Boys 4th Ben 
Hargreaves (Year 8), 5th Ben Comer 
(Year 7) and 8th Sam Ashton (Year 8). 
Congratulations to all competitors ï an 
excellent performance. 
 

The swimming competitions are in 
February.  The club trains on a 
Wednesday night and everyone is 
welcome to attend. 
 

We have received Big Lottery Funding 
which has allowed the department to 
offer Cheerleading, Gymnastics and 
Trampolining as extra-curricular 
ac t iv i t ies .   The success of 
Trampolining will enable us to provide 
further coaching from the remaining 
funds and all the activities have given 
us the opportunity to establish school/
club links. 
 

Best wishes go to Mrs Costello who 
will start her maternity leave after 
Christmas and we welcome Mrs 
Oliveira who will take the reins in her 
absence. 
 

Finally the department wishes 
everyone a very Merry Christmas and 
a Happy New Year. 

Chris Mullin - Head of PE  

 December 2009  
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Year 9 World War One 
Artefacts Day  
 

A huge collection of artefacts gave 
Year 9 students a óhands onô 
experience of WWI.  Jason King,      
a World War One enthusiast brought 
his collection of 650 plus              
i t em s  rang i ng  f rom  r i f l es 
(decommissioned!), bayonets, gas 
masks, diaries, artillery, clothing and 
uniform. 
 

A f te r  a  sho r t ,  i n te rac t i ve 
demonstration of handling weapons 
and bayonet practice, students were 
able to investigate the different 
collections.  This included reading 
soldiersô and womenôs diaries from 
the time, handling replica shells and 
trying on British, French and 
German soldiersô uniforms.  Many 
students were surprised by how 
heavy the weaponry was; how 
restrictive and claustrophobic the 

replica gas masks were and enjoyed 
seeing the real items at close 
quarters. 

This event fitted perfectly with Year 
9 History studies including their on-
going Homework Challenge and 
allowed them to use their 
imagination to think what it really 
was like for the soldiers that fought, 
what they wore and what they used 
to fight in ñthe war to end all warsò. 
 

Sarah Jones - Head of History  

Future Cheféin  
the making!  
 

Turton Year 11 student Will 
Chambers, entered the Future Chef 
competition for 2010 with a two 
course meal for two people under six 
pounds!  He produced a fantastic 
Thai Po and poached pears dish for 
the regional heats, which got him 
through to the final. Will was 
definitely a winner in our eyes, but 
unfortunately he was ópippedô at the 
post.  Congratulations Will on your 
commitment and professional attitude 
towards the event and keep on 
producing those wonderful delights! 

Sarah Murphy   
Head of Food & Textiles  

Christmas Begins  
At Turton  
 
Join in the merriment for this yearôs 
Christmas music celebration in the 
Arts Theatre on Tuesday 15

th
 

December at 7.30pm.  It will feature all 
the school ensembles.  After the 
success of last yearôs performances 
you really donôt want to miss out on 
the festivities.  It is the perfect evening 
for all the family.  
 

Tickets are £4/£3 and are available 
from the Music department.  See you 
there!  
 

New Year Celebrations  
 

If you miss the chance to come to the 
Christmas concert, fear not! The Music 
department will be performing at the 
Birtenshaw Methodist church in 
Bromley Cross on Friday 27

th
 January 

at 7.30 pm.  Tickets are available from 
the Music department and the church 
soon. 
 

John Parkinson - Head of Music  

Barclays and the 
óAlternative Curriculumô 
 

Fifty Year 11 students took part in an 
action packed day aimed at 
enterprise, team building and raising 
aspirations.  The day was led by 
members of the óBarclays Groupô 
from the Barclays Wealth Team, who 
sponsored the event and the 
Alternative Curriculum Company. 
 

The morning included getting muddy 
and taking part in many team 
building games, such as catapulting 
eggs, building shelters and a military 
assault course.  The afternoon 
involved organising a business and 
trying to make the most of money.  
 

The teams tried to promote their 
venture to the Barclays Wealth Team 
who then selected a winning group. 
 

All the students had a fantastic day 
and were a credit to the school.  This 
was commented on by the Barclays 
Team and the Alternative Curriculum 
Company, who all really enjoyed the 
day.  This is one of many measures 
being used to raise achievement and 
keeping students motivated and 
focused in an already successful 
year group. 
 

Ray Foy - Year 11 Pastoral Leader  
 

Pictured left to right: Jenny Wyatt, 

Andrew Kellett and Jessica Ellis. 

Erin Dances Her Way 
To The Lowry  

 

Congratulations to Year 9 student 
Erin Pollitt who has successfully 
auditioned for a place on the 
Centre for Advanced Training in 
Dance (CAT) scheme at The 
Lowry, in Salford.  This is a 
fantastic opportunity for Erin to 
work with professional dance 
artists on a regular basis and she 
will train towards a professional 
career in Dance. Erin was offered 
a place before the second round of 
auditions in November, so many 
congratulations to Erin for her 
achievement. 
 

Mrs Costello and Miss Haygarth  
Dance Department  

Year 11 Leavers 
Celebrate Golden Year  
 

On the 17
th
 November 2009, we 

hosted the GCSE Presentation 
Evening.  The first thing to note was 
the excellent turnout from the golden 
year.  The Festival Hall was filled 
and the atmosphere was 
tremendous, as we embarked on an 
evening of celebration from a highly 
successful year group.  76% of 
students received 5 A*- C grades, a 
record year at Turton!  Another two 
records were broken by the year 
group; the average point score was 
up and the number of A* and A 
grades smashed the 500 barrier for 
the first time also.  This was not just 
a cohort measured by exam 
performance; they were calm, 
compassionate and led the school 
like no other to go before.  They 
made Turton their own and will long 
be remembered for their contribution 
to a successful school.   
 

Mr Trainor came back as our guest 
and was exceptional in his delivery, 
using fleas and Mohammed Ali to 
motivate and inspire students.  Each 
time a studentôs name was read out          
to collect their certificates, there 
were affectionate cheers and 
applause.  The evening closed with 
a chance to chat and catch up in the 

Lancaster Suite. Again it was a 
lovely atmosphere as parents, staff 
and students mingled and proved 
what a partnership it was.   
 

There were three individual awards; 
the Leigh Bramwell awards for the 
highest achievers in Maths and 
English, going to Alex Waldron and 
James Howe respectively and the 
new Franklin award for the highest 
achiever in Science went to David 
Robinson.  As pastoral leader for the 
year group last year, I wished the 
class of 2009 every success in the 
future and thanked them for all they 
did for the life of the school. 
 

Simon Braithwaite  
Student Achievement  
Co-ordinator KS4  

Pictured are Mr Porteous, Alex 
Waldron, Paul Trainor, David 
Robinson, Mr Braithwaite & James 
Howe.  

Climate Change 
Conference  
 

Four Year 10 students from Turton 

High School Media Arts College 

joined students and teachers from 

25 schools in the North West to 

gather in Manchester, in order to 

take part in the Oxfam Here and         

Now conference. They attended 

workshops about climate change,   

its impact on the most vulnerable 

and worked towards a UK young 

peopleôs declaration to present to 

world leaders, in this Decemberôs 

UN summit on climate change in 

Copenhagen.   

Charlie Taylor - Deputy Head  

Pictured are Gabby Gregory, Anna 
Hughes, Scott Bolton and Sam 
Haslam. 

Studentsô Mark of 
Respect for 

Remembrance Day  
 

During Remembrance Sunday 
thousands of people arrived at 
Bolton Town Hall to pay their 
respects to those who have lost 
their lives in conflict. Amongst 
the war veterans, armed forces, 
religious and civic leaders, were 
Turton High School Head Girl and 
Head Boy Rachel Ault and Rob Brown 
who were selected to lay wreaths on 
behalf of all secondary schools in 
Bolton.  Both students acted with 
dignity and were a  credit to the Bolton 
schools they represented. This was 
acknowledged when the school 
received a number of phone calls to 
praise Rachel and Rob. 

Ray Foy - Yr 11 Pastoral Leader  

Christmas Market  
 

Another year, another very successful 
Christmas Market. The Parentsô 
Association with the support of VOL 
had a very busy night at this well 
supported event.  Local people plus 
those who travelled a bit further 
brought their ógoodiesô to sell. We had 
óveggiesô, cards, jewels, hot food and 
crafts to name but a few. 
 

The PA would just like to say a huge 
Turton thank you to everybody, for all 
of their support. We managed to raise 
a fantastic grand total of £1,200!!! 
 

Andrea Lomax - PA 

Turton Black  
History Month  
 

Black History month has been 
celebrated across the UK every 
October for over 30 years, each year 
going from strength to strength. This 
is the first year we have celebrated 
Black History month at Turton High 
school and it was a huge success.  
 

During the month we had many 
different activities including sessions 
on; Bollywood dancing, Indian 
cooking, Muhammad Ali, Hindu faith 
and culture, growing up in the Congo, 
Caribbean Photographic exhibition 
and refugee awareness. 
 

Ade King ï Behaviour Mentor  

Hindu Awareness session  


