
 
 
 
 
 
 

Geography News  
A Field of Our Own!  
 

Thirty six Year 10 Geographers took 
the high road to the Scottish Island of 
Arran at the end of July for the first ever 
GCSE Coursework Residential. By day 
they waded through rivers, studied   
glacial and coastal landscapes and 
fought off the swarms of midges       
defending their isle from English       
invaders, while by night they played 
team building games, went on walks, 
and discovered just how much effort 
and team-work it takes to cook for thirty 
six. 
 

It was a memorable and highly         
successful experience, and we are 
planning to do the whole thing again 
next year, but over four nights rather 
than three. And weôll be ready for those 
midges next time as well! 
 

Geography Challenge!  
 

Fancy yourself as a connoisseur of 
capital cities? Do friends see your brain 
as a travelling atlas? Ready to put your 
money where your mouth is? Then     
pit your worldly wits against the             
Geography challenge and see how you 
get on! See your teacher for more    
details. 
 

Map Bonanza!  
 

Fancy a free map of the local area? 
Then hotfoot it down to the Geography 
department where the Great Map   
Giveaway is currently underway. One 
per punter, grab yours today! 
 

Geography Club  
 

Whether you need help with course-
work, homework, or classwork, or if you 
just canôt bear the wait to your next  
lesson, then head for Geography Club 
after school every Tuesday in L12. 
 

Claire Smith -  Head of  Geography 

Open for Business  
 

Few visitors to Turton on Friday      
September 1

st
 ï a mere four days    

before the start of term ï would have 
risked betting much on the chances of 
the school being ready to welcome  
pupils on Tuesday morning. As it turned 
out, a monumental effort on the part of       
contractors and caretakers ensured a 
gleaming new Turton emerged from 
beneath the rubble. This brought an 
end to the latest ï and possibly most 
fraught ï stage of electrical rewiring 
that has been taking place across the 
school site. 
 

Sealing off entire areas of the school, 
and shipping off whole departments to 
temporary accommodation, has not 
been without its stresses, but staff and 
students have endured the process  
with admirable good-humour. The  
renovation work that is being under-
taken in each area as part of the project 
means that departments are returning 
to vastly improved rooms, and the face-
lift is bringing about a much brighter 
and more inviting school environment. 
Phase 4 of the project is now underway 
and the entire project is scheduled to 
be completed in October 2007. 
 

Ian Bland Stub it Out!  
 

Itôs a problem that has no doubt vexed 
schools almost from the minute Sir 
Walter Raleigh docked with his first 
cache of tobacco: how to stop those 
few pupils utterly determined to smoke 
from doing so. Later this term, in     
partnership with Bolton Primary Care 
Trust, Turton will be piloting a new   
initiative offering peer support to those 
trying to stop smoking. 
 

At the end of the summer term, fifteen  
sixth-formers joined School Health 
Care Assistant Gail Raistrick, in       
receiving training to become peer 
smoking cessation advisers. Training 
will continue this term as the team learn 
all about the reasons why people 
smoke and the best ways to help those 
seeking to kick the habit. The team will 

offer their services across the school 
and their impact will be evaluated after 
a term. 
 

In the battle to outwit smokers, their 
determination to feed their cravings will 
almost always prevail, but hopefully by 
tackling this craving at the source we 
can make Turton a healthier place for 
all. 
 

If you would like further information on 
the study or would like to be involved in 
a focus group on smoking in schools 
then please contact Marie Bisset         
o n  0 1 0 2 4  9 0 7 7 4 8  o r  e m a i l 
marie.bisset@bolton.nhs.uk. If you 
would like help to give up smoking 
please contact the Bolton Stop     
Smoking Service on 01204 462364. 
 

Marie Bisset 
Senior Health Promotion Specialist, 
Bolton PCT 

Rise and Fall!  
 

160 Year 8 students hurled themselves 
down walls and plunged down rapids as 
they enjoyed a day at the Anderton  
Outdoor Adventure Centre last term. 
Students had a crack at two activities 
each, one dry and one wet, and the 
dousing was gratefully received       
considering the sultry conditions on the 
two days we visited the centre. A large 
number of Turton staff were on hand to 
supervise, and most were up to the 
challenge of joining in, giving students 
the treat of seeing their teachers get a 
dunking while kayaking. 
 

The behaviour of all the students was 
impeccable, and set a standard we 
hope other Turton students can match 
when we return to the centre in the   
future. 
 

Simon Troop 
Citizenship and Student Voice  

KS3 Achievement Evening  
 

Bolton Town Hall was the venue for our 
first KS3 Celebration of Achievement in 
July. Intended to recognise not just 
those students who attain the best 
grades, but also those who show     
consistent effort, the event was a great 
success and will now become a       
permanent feature of the school       
calendar. 
 

Over a hundred prizes for Attainment 
and Effort were awarded by Mr     
Porteous and our guest speaker Stuart 
Stokes, former Turton pupil turned 
Commonwealth athlete. Entertainment 
came courtesy of the Junior Jazz band 
and the cast of óOur Day Outô,  show-
casing the impressive talents of our 
younger students. 
 

Pupilsô trophies can be seen in the main 
entrance in a superb cabinet kindly   
donated by Turton Rotary Club, and our 
thanks go out to all those parents, staff 
and friends of t:mac who supported this 
event. 
 

Tania Lewyckyj - Deputy Headteacher 

Summer Prize Draw:  
 

Congratulations to Helena Ko who took 
the main prize of £200. There were also 
runners-up prizes a-plenty, but all who 
missed out on a prize can console 
themselves with the knowledge that 
the ir  suppor t  was  very much              
appreciated. 

Christmas Fair Friday 24th  
November  
 

After the tremendous success of our 
Womenôs Health, Wealth and Beauty 
Fair, plans are underway for a  pre-
Christmas follow-up. Exhibits will cover 
a wide range of products, gifts and   
services, and weôll be catering to all 
ages and genders, ensuring that all your 
Christmas needs can be met under one 
roof. 
 

If you have a business that could benefit 
from a stand at the fair, then donôt   
hesitate to get in touch. 
 

250 Club  
 

We canôt promise quite so handsome a 
pay-out as the National Lottery, but we 
can offer far superior odds, via our 250 
Club. A mere £1 a month puts you in 
reach of a large cash prize, and the 
more   members we have the bigger the    
prize-fund, plus youôll be helping school 
in the bargain. 
 

PA Meetings  
 
Weôve many plans for the future but 
weôre always eager to welcome new 
members. The meeting schedule for the 
rest of the year runs as follows: 
 

Tues 5 Dec: 7pm PA Meeting 
Tues 6 Feb: 6.30 Parents Forum &  
Governors AGM; 7.30 PA Meeting 
Tues 6 March: 7pm PA meeting 
Tues 1 May: 7pm PA Meeting 
Tues 5 June: 6.30 Parents Forum 7.30 
PA Meeting 
July: PA social TBA 
 

Email pa@tmac.uk.com ; or ring one of 
the PA committee members: 

Deborah on 811357 or Jane on 306771 

Coursework Catch -Up!  
 

Year 11 students already suffering from 
Acute Coursework Backlog (typical 
symptoms: nagging teachers, a rash of 
yellow paper and rising levels of stress) 
are advised to seek help for their      
conditions by visiting Mrs Aultôs Course-
work Catch-up sessions between   
Monday and Wednesday of half-term in 
C6. Refreshments will be provided and   
uniform is not required. And remember, 
treating the problem early can prevent 
considerable amounts of pain later in 
the year. 
 

Diane Ault 
Learning Mentor 

Wax On...Wax Offé 
 
A team of five hard-working Year 9      
students helped raise more than £150 
for Derian House Childrenôs Hospice by 
taking part in a staff car wash and valet 
at the end of last term. Despite      
sweltering conditions the five, Adam 
Crossley, Chris Maguire, Andrew     
Patterson, Matthew Pendlebury and 
Oliver Wylie, gave twenty three        
vehicles a shine worthy of any      
showroom, and their commitment to 
their task was a credit to the school.  

Well done, lads! 
 

Nick Hilton 
Community Mentor 

Dancing Daze and Nights  
 

 

A single week separated the A level 
and GSCE Dance Shows and whole 
school Dance extravaganza in the   
summer term, making for some jangled 
nerves around the Dance Studio.   
However all the girls rose to the       
occasion  magnificently and the sell-out 
crowds witnessed some exhilarating 
performances, especially a rousing  
finale of óStayinô Aliveô. 
 

With the applause barely having died 
down, work has already begun on next 
yearôs show. Years 7-9 are welcomed  
on  Mondays  after  school, while 

Wednesday sees Year 10-11 strut  their 
stuff. Meanwhile, a new  dance  club  
for boys will be held on Thursdays, and 
weôre urging any lads with a desire to 
shake their limbs to overcome their 
prejudices and bring themselves along. 
 

Finally, the dance trip to New York 
takes place during half-term, and     
excitement is mounting, particularly at 
the prospect of dancing amidst the 
neon lights of Broadway. 
 

Rachel Costello 
Head of Dance 

G&T Rocks!  
 

óTransition through Technologyô was the 
focus of our first Gifted & Talented 
Summer School held in August. Twenty 
five Year 6 and 7 students joined Mrs Al
-Talib, Mr Buckthorpe, Mr Cargill and 
Mrs Sweetlove for a highly energetic 
and productive week of activities. 
 

A number of Sixth-form students 
pitched in to support the efforts of the 
pupils as they produced web-sites, 
mastered animation and filming       
techniques, composed film scores and 
worked on dramatic pieces. 
 

This week-long frenzy of creativity    
culminated in a presentation to parents, 
including some rocking jams from our 
resident G+T rock band. Many thanks 
to all who participated and supported 
the event. 
 

Clare Frackleton 
Gifted and Talented Co-ordinator  

Recycle It!  
 

Schools go through a colossal amount 
of paper every single day, and much of 
it ends up binned when it could be put 
to better use. From next term, a new 
recycling scheme will come into       
operation, that will see an end to this 
grand waste thanks to a link-up        
between the Sixth Form Council and 

  Paperchase.  Every room in the school 
will get a recycling bin, and forms will 
allocate a monitor to empty the bin every 
fortnight.  

 

  So do your bit, and put it in the right bin! 
 

  Hetan Ajwani - Sixth-Form President 
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Pitch Perfect!  
 

Having experienced more setbacks and 
delays than the new Wembley Stadium, 
we are finally in a position to say that 
the long-promised Multi-Use Games 
Area (MUGA) is imminent. Work began 
in June and was initially due to be   
completed in early September ready for 
the new term. Alas, the complications 
familiar to any large building project 
intervened, but we are still hopeful of 
completion by  early November. 
 

The MUGA will offer state of the art 
sporting facilities in the shape of a   
synthetic football/hockey pitch, together 
with a pitch marked out for tennis and 
netball. Both surfaces will have 4m  
high fencing, and the synthetic pitch is 
floodlit, enabling it to be used outside 
school hours throughout the year. 
 

Itôs a facility that will certainly          
compensate for the problems endured 
before and during its construction, and 
we expect local clubs and the         
community to get just as much         
satisfaction from it as staff and students 
at school. Indeed, if the FA are still 
stuck for somewhere to host this yearôs    
football showpiece they could do worse 
than look in the  direction of Turton. 
 

Kevin Riley 
Director of Administration and  
Development 

Welcome to New Staff  
 

The new school year means itôs all 
change in the staffroom ï and not just 
because the smoke-room has been 
banished to history ï as we welcome an 
array of new faces to Turton. Paul   
Trainor joins as Student Achievement 
Co-ordinator for Key Stage 4, and as 
well as his pastoral responsibility will 
teach PE, Business Studies and Maths. 
The Pastoral Team also welcomes Ray 
Foy, as Pastoral Leader for Year 11, as 
well as a member of the Geography 
Department. 
 

New blood is coursing particularly richly 
through the English Department, with 
Nicky Russell joining as Second in             
Department, as well as three other new 
recruits in the shape of Anna Cook, Val 
Terrace and Victoria White.  Lisa    
Martland joins the Media Studies      
Department, while ICT see the arrival of 
Alison Grundy. Science welcome Mark 
Sykes to the ranks. 
 

We also welcome a number of staff on 
a    temporary basis as maternity cover. 
Rachel Allcock and Emma Maslen   
bolster the History Department, while   
Languages are joined by Sarah      
Whillance and Raquel Pimentel.       
Farzana Hafeji, meanwhile, joins RE. 
 

In the Same Face Different Name    
department, Miss Ramsden returns for 
the new school year as Mrs Morris, 
Miss Eastham becomes Mrs Straker, 
while Miss Grant is now Mrs Cowburn. 
Congratulations, and welcome to all the 
new faces on the staff.  
 

Ian Bland 

 
Netball  
 

Turton fired out of the traps in the first 
round of competitive fixtures, with three 
of the four year groups in action        
recording victories against St Josephs. 
Year 8 and Year 9 both lodged         
emphatic score lines, winning 18-1 and   
21-1 respectively. Year 11 had a closer 
contest, edging out their opponents   13
-11.Year 10 couldnôt quite match this, 
going down 14-3. 
 

The blazing start was maintained when 
Rivington & Blackrod were trounced  32
-4 by Year 8 and 26-5 by Year 9. Year 
11 notched up another close    victory 
at 14-8, but Year 10ôs            misfor-
tunes continued with a 26-9    defeat. 
 

Girlôs Football 
 

It was a slightly disappointing start to 
the season, with Year 7 and 8 going 
down 5-1 to St. Philips, while Year 8 
and 9 were narrowly edged out by St 
Antonys,  losing 5-4. 
 

Practice takes place every Thursday 
and everyone is welcome to come 
along. See Miss Parry for more details. 
 

Golf  
 

Year 10ôs Ben Ault fired his way to   
victory in the Banister Challenge     
competition held at Turton Golf Club. 
 

Natalie Parry - PE Department 
 

Art Exhibition  
 

 
Just a sample of the magnificent GCSE 
and A level artwork exhibited to great 
success earlier this term. 
 
Andy Smith 
Head of Art  

Learning 2 Learn  
 

Buzzwords abound in the education 
world, and at present no words buzz 
quite as loudly as Learning to Learn. 
Learn to learn programmes are       
becoming a feature of the curriculum 
up and down the country as schools 
look for ways to equip their students 
with the skills needed to thrive in the 
fast-changing 21

st
 Century world. Since 

September Turtonôs own   Learning 2 
Learn programme has been rolled out 
to Year 8 students, building on its   
successful introduction for Year 7ôs last 
year. 
 

The aim of the course is to develop 
independent thinking skills and the  
ability to work collaboratively with    
others. The Turton course also places 
a heavy emphasis on promoting IT and 

media skills, and drums home the  
message that understanding how we 
learn is essential to accelerating what 
we learn. With the exception of a small 
proportion of students, Learning 2 
Learn lessons will replace the study of 
a second language for Year 8 pupils, 
and we are confident that the seeds 
planted in Learning 2 Learn will bear 
considerable fruit in the months and 
years to come. 
 

Ian Bland  
Learning 2 Learn Co -ordinator  

 

This summer saw the best ever AS 
and A2 results in terms of the value 
added to studentsô performance during 
their time in T:mac Sixth Form.  More 
than half of all passes were at A and B 
grade and there were 44 more A 
grades than last year.  Nadia Alnaimi 
scored one of the highest grades in 
the country in her Geography exam 
and now moves on to Cambridge to 
study Veterinary Science.  Andrew 
Nowell and Nina Patel led the way 
each with a faultless 5 A grades.    
Another 8 students scored 4 top 
grades. 
 

Year 11 also improved their value 
added scores.  One of the leading 
lights was Head Boy Josh Baines with 
six A* and four A grades, as 66% of 
the year group managed 5 A-C 
passes.  We were very pleased to see 
our academic stars scoring 8, 9 or 10 
A grades and move on to the Sixth 
Form, but we were equally proud of 
those who worked hard to get the 
grades they needed to secure places 
at college, on vocational courses and 
on modern apprenticeships. 
 

Year 9 also kept up the schoolôs     

record of success, averaging 85% in 
their English, Maths and Science KS3 
test scores at level 5 and above. 
 

As an arts college with a media      
emphasis we were particularly pleased 
to see the success in these areas 
match our already high standing in 
English, Maths and Science.  As we 
enter the second phase of our        
specialism the outstanding results at 
both GCSE and A level for Art, Drama, 
Dance, Performance Studies and   
Music were particularly gratifying.  
More than 90% of passes in these arts 
subjects were A* to C grades at GCSE 
and A to C at A level.  This, together 
with the extremely high level of anima-
tion and film-making that we have, 
makes us a leading arts college in the 
North West. 
    

It is an acknowledgement of the high 
status we hold nationally that the    
Director General of the BBC came to 
visit us this term.  We are entering into 
a partnership with the BBC which will 
see us making films with them next 
year and which will offer many more 
opportunities in the future. 
 

We were also pleased to note the    
improvement in levels of achievement 
across the Bolton North Cluster.  This 
shows the benefits of collaboration 
and co-operation between Cluster 
schools. 
 

Many congratulations to all students, 
staff and parents on this yearôs       
success.  We look forward to scaling 
even greater heights in future. 
 
John Porteous 
Headteacher 

BBC Director General Mark Thompson            
with Sixth Form Students Katie        
Woodcock and Sean Bennett.  
 

Picture courtesy of The Bolton News 

Cash for Kicks!  
 

Sixth-form students raised £270 for 
Francis House Childrenôs Hospice by 
staging a charity football match. Two 
sides, one made up of students who 
joined the sixth-form from Turton, and 
the other those who joined from other 
schools, clashed on a baking hot day in 
July. Over half the sixth-form turned out 
to watch a fine footballing spectacle, 
seeing the Turton side overwhelm their 
opponents with an early goal rush. 
Many thanks to all those who donated 
money and made the event such a  
success. 
 

Hetan Ajwani -  Sixth-Form President  

Notes from Music!  
 

All eyes are on Italy where we will      
be heading in the Summer. Weôre    
already on a roll after the Big Bandôs 
performance at the prestigious North 
West Schools Art Festival, premiering 
Chris Attyôs óBejazzledô, the glittering 
centerpiece of which was a stunning 
trumpet solo from his twin brother   
Marcus. 
 

December 5th meanwhile sees the 
screening at the Cornerhouse Cinema 
of two animated films, created and 
scored by last yearôs Year 9ôs. 
 

Emma Johnson - Music  

Diary Date  
February half -term  
 

Please note that school will be closed 
to students on Friday 16th February for  
a North Bolton Excellence Cluster  joint 
training day (not Monday 26th as 
printed in the student planner). 

250 Club Winners  
 

July  
1st L Bentley 
2nd F Alnaimi 
3rd J Tempest 
 
August  
1st M Greensill 
2nd K Dean 
3rd B Robinson 
 
September  
1st B Robinson   
2nd L Sisson 
3rd S Lee  
 
October  
1st L Halliwell 
2nd L Gae 
3rd J Howarth 

Current Year 10ôs pictured at work last 
year on the films.  


