
 

 

Alistair Mooney, Andrea Leigh & Shaan Bassi 

Teachersô tribute to 
GCSE students  
 

Headteacher, John Porteous, was 
full of praise for the year group. "I 
am  absolutely delighted with   this 
record score of top grades. This 
year are a talented group            
of young people with lots of     
personality and enthusiasm. I am 
sure they will go on to achieve 
great things in the future. I must 
also recognise the skills and   
dedication of the teachers, tutors 
and mentors who have worked 
with them and also the              
tremendous support from parents. 
This makes such a difference to 
students' performance and 
achievement." 
  

Deputy Head Charlie Taylor 
looked forward to more success  
in the future as this year group 
move on into the Sixth Form. 
"These good GCSE grades are an 
excellent starting point for       
candidates to go on and achieve 
highly at AS and A2 level," he 
said. 

CISCO 
 
Our first ever non-GCSE course  
that we are offering had another 
very successful year with 95% of the   
entry passing. Each of the boys     
on this IT hardware course, which 
looks at how computers and network    
systems operate, gained the  
equivalent of three grade Bôs at 
GCSE. Mr Trethewey, who teaches 
the course,  was very pleased with 
the studentsô achievements. He now 
hopes to be able to offer the next 
stage of the course in the Sixth 
Form. 

Early Bird  
 
Some students just can't wait to     
begin their sixth form studies! Year 
10 Rebecca Bond has already      
secured her first A grade at          
AS level in Science for Public      
Understanding, even though she 
hasn't taken her GCSE exams yet. 
There's just no holding some      
people back!  

Triumphant Twins  
  

There was also a double triumph for  
Turton twins Chris and Marcus Atty 
who both achieved four straight A 
grades in their different A level    
subjects. The one subject both twins 
chose was Music, proving that this 
particular duet certainly know how to 
hit the high notes! Chris now goes to 
Leeds while Marcus will be pursuing 
Maths at Manchester. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Marcus and Chris Atty 
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Best ever ñAò Grade 
Harvest at GCSE!  

 

Turton's tradition of GCSE  success   
continues with some outstanding 
achievements from the class of 2007. 
    

There were a record number of top 
grades. Last year Turton broke the 400 
A and A* barrier for the first time. This 
year they achieved a staggering 455 A 
and A* grades, a massive increase in 
just one year. 

Overall, Turton's students recorded a 
99% pass rate with 66% at the higher    
A-C grades. 
 

Robert Masters led the way with 10 A*'s 
i n  a n  i m m a c u l a t e  p e r s o n a l                
performance. Isobel Hughes, Kiran 
Kaur and Shaun Bassi joined him with 
ten or more A grades each. Andrea 
Leigh led another eleven top            
performers who achieved 9 A and A* 
grades. Eight more recorded  a classy 8 
A and A*'s in an amazing overall          

performance. 
  

More top A level 
grades  
 

In a determined effort to match last 
year's record results, eight   students 
each notched up four A's, another 
eleven recorded 3 A's. In all, 35  
candidates achieved two or more 
top grades. Each of these top      
performers have put an immense 
amount of effort into their A level 
studies and we are sure that parents 
and staff will join us in congratulating 
them on this very significant 
achievement. Among the other 
home-grown Turton Stars,  Charlotte 
Melia, Kyle Soo, Luke Fenn, Lesley 
Davies and Lusanda Donnelly were 
outstanding. 
 

Bolton wide success  
 

Once again, students from right 
across Bolton have joined our sixth 
form high-flyers, adding to the      
considerable talent of our own     
Turton High School intake. We wish 
the whole class of 2007 every     
success in their future studies and               
careers. Sinead Cassidy who came 
from Mount St Joseph secured three 
A's and 2 B's. College president 
Hetan Ajwani who joined Turton 
from St James recorded 2 A's, one B 
and one C. Alistair Dickins came 
from even  further afield (Durham) to 

score four A's and one B.  
  

Oxbridge Quartet   

 

Four of Turton's high achieving      
sixth  formers are  off  to  Oxford     
and Cambridge after another year 
of outstanding A level success. 
The    quartet excelled in the most      
academic of A level subjects and 
are now set  to study Maths, Earth  

Sciences,   Chemistry and Modern 
and Medieval Languages at the 
nation's top universities. 
 

Pictured: Jenny Taylor (Earth Sciences -  
Oxford), Edward Mason (Chemistry -     
Oxford),  Anthony  Bond  (Modern  and  
Medieval Languages - Cambridge) Lucy 
Bowden (Maths - Oxford)  
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Previous óNational Top Five Awardsô  
1998-2006 

 

The following students received the highest marks in the country -  
 

Nadia Alnaimi A level Geography  
Nina Cooke GCSE English Literature  

Katie Telleck AQAôs student of the year and top Music student 
Nicky Ayton GCSE Politics and WJEC A level English Literature  

Anita Brookes GCSE English  
Jennifer Nash GCSE Science  

Clare Pollard A level English Literature  
David Fallows A level Sociology  

Cecilia Payton A level English Literature  
Michelle Briggs A level Home Economics  

óTop Fiveô 
 

Our string of students who achieve 
the coveted ótop fiveô letter which 
AQA sends out for those candidates 
who record the highest scores in the     
country for each of their subjects     
continued this year. Kiran Kaur      

actually gained two!! One for     
English Literature, out of over 
350,000, and   another for the full 
course GCSE RE which she was 
studying after school. Shaan Bassi 
was also a ótop fiveô in RE and     
Alistair Mooney in Engl ish           
Literature.  

New Year 12 
 

Our new Sixth Form intake is the 
highest ever with around 280        
students registering to carry on their 
studies with us. Many are from our 
own very  successful Year 11 but 
there are also students from       
virtually every other school in     
Bolton and some from outside the 
borough. Their GCSE grades are 
by and large excellent and we look 
forward to the coming two years 
and the achievements they will 
make. 

Estupendo -  
Fantastisch -  
Magnifique !  
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Anthony Bond deserves special       
mention, securing an A in French,     
German and Spanish among his        
collection of four top grades. Clearly 
a young man who has a way with 
words in many languages! No     
surprise then that he has talked his 
way into St John's College,       

Cambridge to study Modern and 
Medieval Languages! 

A level Praise  
  

Repeating last year's success, 
half of all passes were at the 
higher A and B grades. Director  
of Sixth Form, Andy Mills, said 
how proud he was to see Turton     
College students going on 
to  such a variety of universities, 
locally and nationwide. "Each year 
helps us to build stronger          
relationships with colleagues from 
Bolton, Salford and Manchester  
universities but equally with the 
Oxford and Cambridge colleges 
and elsewhere. Once again I am 
pleased that Turton students have 
secured places on the most     
competitive courses." 
  

Chair of Governors and local GP      
Dr Julian Page added his              
congratulations. He said he was    
delighted to see the tradition       
of Turton sixth formers pursuing 
m e d i c i n e - r e l a t e d  c o u r s e s        
continue, alongside law and other  
popular careers, of course! 

 

This has been another successful  examination year for 
Turton. At all levels there was very high achievement and 
many individual success stories. At Key Stage three       
the  numbers of those who reached levels six, seven and 
eight were vastly improved; at GCSE there were record      
numbers reaching A and A*; and at A level we saw      
virtually all the students succeed in gaining acceptance in 
the University of their choice with many good grades.  
This is a tribute to the students, their families and our 
staff for the many hours of  dedicated work they give. 
 

                                                                   Picture courtesy of The Bolton News 

Key Stage 3 Tests  
 

We have been working hard with our 
students in Year 9 in order to ensure 
they reach their full potential and this 
paid dividends when we saw high 
numbers achieving levels 6 and 7 
(and 8 in Maths) in their end of Key 
Stage 3 tests.  Work in Summer and 
Easter schools, intervention work to 
support those moving between    
levels and masses of practice and 
revision all contributed to this      
success. 



 

 

Welcome back everyone!  We hope that you 
have all had a great holiday. The winter     
season has begun just as the summer      
season ended ï wet! Nevertheless all fixtures 
are up and running.  The extra-curricular  
calendar is posted in all form rooms and we 
hope that our new Year 7s will take           
advantage of our vast range of sporting    
activities and clubs. 
 

Once again, if there is an activity you are  
interested in and itôs not on the calendar, 
please ask a member of the PE department. 
 

Golf: Competitions, Congratulations 
and Free   Memberships  
 

Anthony and Ian Stirling, Aiden King and our 
very own Mr Haworth played in the Stableford 
Competition at Turton Golf Club. Although the 
team did not place, it was a very enjoyable 
day and is an annual event. 
 

Congratulations to Anthony Stirling ï U16 and 
U18 Golf Champion and winner of the Bolton 
Junior Gross Open Handicap. Congratula-
tions also to Ben Ault ï winner of the Bolton 
Open Junior 25+ Handicap at Regentôs Park. 
 

Will Chambers, David Hamnett and  Benjamin 
Boothroyd have been awarded free member-
ship to Dunscar Golf Club.  This is a new 
scheme to promote golf at grass roots level in 
school and will be awarded annually.  So, if 
there are any wannabe Tiger Woods out 
there please let yourself be known to a   
member of the PE Department. 
 

Golf Competitions will commence in  October.  
We are still hoping for ladies who wish to 
play!  Please see me for  details. 

Cricket: First Silverware of the Year  
 

The Year 8 final (present Year 9), rained off in 
July, was played on a beautiful sunny evening 
against our friends down the road (guess 
who!)  last month.   Andy Kellet gave a great 
performance with the ball, and Jordan Gwilt 
and Mark Chadwick with the bat.   
 

Canon Slade scored 107 runs in 20 overs; 
Turton scored 110 in 19 overs.  Well done 
Turton. 
 

Football:  Extraordinary Play  
 

There has been a fantastic response from all 
year groups to practices this year.  Weôve had 
some good wins too. The Year 7s are already 
through  to the next round of the   Bolton Cup 
and our Year 11 won in The Greater        
Manchester Cup. Year 9 are still  unbeaten. 
 

Karate: Celebrating Success  
 

Congratulations to all students on their first 
grading at the end of last term.   The club is 
still going strong on Monday nights, so if you 
are interested in joining please come along. 
 

Wrestling: Amendment  
 

Congratulations go out to Harley  Marginson 
of 10S2; Harley claimed silver at the English 
Championships last term. 
 

Finally...  
 

Netball, Hockey and Cross-country clubs 
have all begun.  We would however like to 
see more Year 7s attending! 
 

Chris Mullin ï Head of PE  

 

óThe Italian Jobô! 
 

July 2007 saw the music department take to 
the road again for what came to be known in 
tour speak as óThe Italian Jobô ï an 8 day 
concert tour of the Trentino region of Italy, 
with our base at the northern tip of Lake 
Garda.  The tour began with the longest  
departmental coach journey ever , 28 hours 
of air conditioned DVD viewing later, and   
having devoured most of Germanyôs crisp & 
chocolate stocks, we arrived. 
 

Our first concert was in the grounds of a  
hotel back in our home town of Nago, where 
we had constant passing tourists who 
stopped to listen and a captive audience of 
Germans who were staying at the hotel    
anyway. Alistair Dickins was called upon as 
chief translator and we waded through about 
20 Jazz Charts late into the evening. 
 

Other concerts included one in a  beautiful 
floodlit walled garden on a mountainside and 
another in a quaint village square.  All      
concerts were evening events, the string 
ensemble welcoming our local audiences 
with strains of Vivaldi before the wind       
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Welcome to New Staff 
 

With each school year comes a fresh influx of 
staff, and weôd like to offer a warm Turton 
welcome to each new member.  Suzanne 
Mansell takes the reins as Head of Modern 
Foreign Languages, and working alongside 
Suzanne will be Sabine Knoblauch,          
specialising in German. 
 

Weôd like to introduce Caroline Sawyer as 
Head of Food Technology and also joining us  
are Laura Barrow (Food and Textiles), Rachel 
Clare (Resistant Materials) and Paul Sanders 
(Business Studies).  The English department 
welcome Angela Golland, Sarah Musa and 
Sarah Rogerson, and  Mathematics open 
their classrooms to Clare Horner and Ben 
Davies. Science welcomes Paul Cass and 
Claire Shewring. We are also pleased to  
introduce Kelly Grant (Behaviour Mentor) and 
Sonia Lee (Social Sciences). 
 

We would also like to welcome back            
ex-student Sean Bennett (technician), who 
has become part of the team after finishing 
his sixth-form studies with us! 
 

Sarah Musa - English  

Schoolôs in for summer  
 

This year we successfully ventured into the 
world of Science, Design and Manufacturing.  
Vicky Graham, Lindsay Outterside, Andrew 
Fletcher, Sean Bennett and I led the school 
which  involved a treasure hunt, followed by 
drama and research activities. Students   
designed and then created their own unique 
moulds into which they poured the soap   
they had made, designed and produced the   
packaging and then filmed an advert.       
Apparently , óThe Body Shopô are rumoured 
to be interested in some of the very          
impressive end-products. 
 

Clare Frackelton - G & T Co-ordinator  

Living on the Edge  
 

New AS Textiles students visited Edge 
Hill University as part of  a collabora-
tion with Parrs-Wood Technological 
School and the university. Their new 
PGCE students ran a 2 day course on 
textile embellishment, where our      
students  produced samples, and tried 
out new techniques with alternative 
resources.  
 

Sarah Murphy - Head of Textiles  

Itôs Homework, but not as 
we know it  
 

Year 7 are venturing into unchartered 
territory with the new Humanities   
Homework Challenge launched this  
September. Instead of completing 
smaller pieces of homework, students 
will carry out long term projects.  Each 
extended task provides Year 7 with        
a challenge on which to cut their     
secondary school teeth and dazzle 
their teachers by developing their   
ability to work independently and    
creatively.   
 

English, History, Geography and RE 
are the subjects boldly going where 
none have gone before, with English 
blasting off first.  The Reading       
Challenge homework began with Mrs 
Sprawling guiding our intrepid        
travellers through the Turton library 
system. Time travel is next on the 
agenda as the library yet again is the 
base for the History departmentôs  
Castles project.   
 

Parents can find details of the current 
challenges (including support available 
in school) on the new school website.   
 

Kate Johnston  

Since January this year, six devoted   
Turton students have spent their        
evenings in school, filming and editing    
a documentary focusing on teenagersô 
lives; providing a unique insight into what 
it means to be a óswotô, ómosherô            
or óchavô. Simon Alnaimi, Alannah 
Hodgin, Heather Whittaker, Charlotte 
Parkinson and Jack McNally-Burn 
started by spending three days at the 
BBC  in Manchester in order to learn and  
experience the process of producing a 
film from scratch, marching back to 
school with a renewed sense of purpose. 
 

Their ambitious aim was to create a   
professional, entertaining and unique 
short filmé and boy did they achieve it!  
Some stayed as late as 5.30pm to      
devote themselves to filming and editing 
what had become their óbabyô, and 
breaks and lunches were spent filming 

students around school in various       
locations such as The Memorial (Goth) 
Gardens and the library.   
 

July saw the group taking a well-
deserved day outing to London, visiting 
the BBC.  A couple of hours were spent 
impressing the BBCôs employees,     
making contacts and gawking at         
celebrities such as Jonathan Ross,    
Jeremy Paxman and Tim Westwood.     
 

With the film now finished could this be 
the end of the road for our future media 
stars?  Judging by the quality of the 
documentary and the contacts they 
made, I think that weôll be seeing a lot 
more from these budding young filmï
makersé! 
Heather Whittaker 11S3  

Coming to a  
Cinema Near You  

Much achieved, still 
more to do  

 

Welcome to the first newsletter of the 
academic year.  A huge amount of work 
has taken place over the summer and       
students have returned to some exciting 
new facilities including a Learn2Learn 
room with pods of computers to mix ICT 
and group work, a new computer design 
room in Technology, new Apple Macs in 
the Media Centre and new computers 
soon to be fully operational in the Sixth 
Form Study Area. 
 

Alongside these investments, the       
refurbishment of the whole school is 
nearing completion, as are the new lifts, 
ramps and other facilities to make the 
site accessible to all students including 
those in wheelchairs. 

The summer also saw Turton maintain its 
record for examination achievement with 
an outstanding crop of A* and A grades 
at GCSE and great success at A level.  
Please see inside this newsletter for 
some of the highlights. 
 

The range of extra-curricular opportuni-
ties continues to expand and I am      
delighted to see so many students      
taking advantage.  The Pastoral system       
continues to evolve to build on the caring 
ethos which, as Ofsted recognised, 
makes Turton so special. 
 

Please continue to tell us what is good 
and bad from your experience to help us 
sustain our improvement. 

 
John Porteous - Headteacher  

New Logo  
 

A group of now Year 
10 students were   
chosen to help create 
a logo for the Student 
Support Centre, a new 
part of Turton.  We all 
created very different styles, but Harry 
Barber 10T2 came up with the one we 
all chose.  The logo was presented to 
the Student Support Centre Council and 
tried in all different colours.  This is our 
finished logo which is to be used by the 
Student Support Centre from now on. 

Lyndsey Shaw 10S1  

 
 

Christmas Market - 30th November  
 

Our plans for the future include a repeat of 
our successful Christmas Market. Exhibits will 
include a wide range of products, gifts,     
services and treatments ï perfect for all your 
Christmas shopping. Our student council, 
VOL, are also organising a number of stalls, 
so thereôll be plenty to appeal to younger  
visitors too. 
 

If you have a business, product or service 
that would appeal to the pupils, parents, staff 
and friends of the school and you would like 
to book a stand please contact Penny Elger 
on 01204 853449. 
 

250 Club  
 

We will be launching this yearôs 250 Club  
in November. This is an excellent and 
easy way to support the school ï just £1 
a month.  Details have already been sent 
home via your children ï so ask them for 
their letters. 
 

Contact the PA: e:mail pa@tmac.uk.com  

and jazz bands took to the stage.  Lusanda    
Donnelly, Lucy Telleck and Katy Clayton were 
always popular with their vocal solos ï     
Lusanda even daring to perform in the local 
mother tongue! 
 

A big thanks must go to our brave staff team 

ï Mr Cargill, Miss Johnson, Mr Shepherd (our 

student teacher), Mr Buckthorpe and Penny 

Elger,  as well as help from a couple of ópast 

playersô and of course all the  musicians  who 

made the whole experience thoroughly     

enjoyable. 

John Parkinson - Head of Music  


