
 

 

Two Tales of Gothic  
Horror  
 

On the 1st April 2008, Rupert Mason 
from Passion Pit Theatre, London, 
came to our school to perform two 
Gothic Horror stories.  The first one 
he acted out was óThe Red Roomô by 
H.G. Wells which is about a man who 
thought he was the best and fearless, 
but was in fact scared of his own fear 
and shadows.  The next one was 
óThe Tell Tale Heartô by  Edgar Allan 
Poe, which was about a mad man 
who killed a man but when he was 
dead he could still hear his heart-
beat.  In each play  he acted out all 
the different characters.  I could tell 
this actor was good because I really 
believed that he was truly bonkers in 
the last story! 
 

Lucy Weir 8T1  Cooking up a Storm  
 

Turton were really proud to have two 
of their Year 10 pupils - Ailsa Terry 
and Caroline Beardmore - selected to 
take part in the final of the  Bolton 
Junior Master Chef Competition.  
 

Five schools attended the final and in 
my opinion the girls were up against 
tough competition. All dishes were of 
an outstanding standard and, without 
bias Turtonôs looked the most        
appetising with the clever use of     
colour and  presentation. 
 

When the three hour ordeal came to 
an end, unfortunately we were pipped 
to the post by Mount St Joseph. 
 

Caroline Sawyer  
Head of Food Technology  

Naughty But Nice Cake 
Sale Fundraiser  
 

Staff in The Learning Support         
Department decided to raise funds 
for Childline Charity this year.  We 
held a number of events ï our first 
one was a Halloween themed 
ñgoodyò stall held at break and lunch-
time in November, complete with 
staff in fancy dress!  The second was 
a raffle for a huge box of Thorntonôs 
chocolates (kindly donated by Mrs 
Cole ï obviously  saving her figure) 
which took place at the end of the 
Autumn Term.  A large number of 
tickets were sold by the staff helped 
along by a few  enthusiastic pupils.  
A delighted  Rachel Fox in Year 11 
was the  winner of the raffle ï just in 
time for Christmas. 
 

Our final fundraiser was an Easter 
Cake Sale.  A range of delicious 
cakes - many baked by our own   
department (Miss Harrisôs and Mrs 
Newtonôs were first to go - Delia 
Smith watch out!) and Year 11   
Food Technology pupils - were  
available  to buy.  This proved to be 
a tremendous success and all the 
cakes were eventually sold ï thanks 
to the determined sales techniques 
of Mrs Crook! 
 

Many thanks to all the staff and    
pupils who participated in these 
events and ñWell Doneò for raising 
almost £240 for the Childline Charity! 
 
Anne Davidson   
Learning Support Co -ordinator  

Year 11 Coursework 
Catch up  
February half -term and 
Easter  
 

We just canôt keep these keen 
Year 11s away! Ever determined 
to improve their coursework,     
February saw an influx of 183 Year 
11s over the week working on a 
wide variety of subjects, with   
English, Media and Textiles being 
the hot favourites. Easter was not 
as busy, but the determined few 
came in to complete coursework 
before the impending final      
deadlines. 
 
As Year 11 enter the final straight 
of their GCSEs, attention will turn 
to Year 10 in May and I will         
be working to ready them for the      
demands of next year. Summer 
holiday coursework support for 
Year 10 will be 21st and 22nd July 
in C6 and 18th ï 20th August in B12 
where pupils can take the          
opportunity to catch up on   
coursework or work on summer 
projects.  All are welcome to      
attend. I can be contacted by    
telephone  on Ext. 141 or by e-mail 
aultd@tmac.uk.com  
 
Diane Ault  
Academic Learning Mentor  

Turton Step Up in Salford  
 

A celebration of Greater Manchester 
dance talent performed its annual 
showcase at the Lowry Theatre on 
Sunday 9th March.  The showcase 
consisted of local dance groups from 
each borough. 
 

Turton High School was selected to 
represent Bolton in the showcase, 
beating all other entries from the 
area.  The dance performed was      
a dynamic and fast-paced mixture    
of different dance styles (including   
ballet, tap, jazz, street and            
contemporary) ófusedô together to 
create one dance, exploring how  
different styles can be adapted to 
suit one track.  The students very 
much enjoyed the experience of  
performing on a professional stage, 
and a good time was had by all. 
 

Rachel Costello - 2nd in PE  

Mathletics Champions in 
Turton  
 

On the 5th March 2008, pupils from 
five lower school classes challenged     
others around the world during 
World Maths Day.  Well done to all 
those who took part!   

You can now use Mathletics FREE 
until the end of the school year. 
 

Caroline Barcham  
Head of Maths  

 

Target Setting Day 2008  
 

Target Setting Day (April) was once 
again a very successful event, with a lot of positive feedback from      
students, parents and staff.  It seems that the vast majority of students 
valued the opportunity to spend time reflecting on their strengths and 
planning  future targets for continued development. 
 

During the day, Year 7 students had a hectic time taking part in a Media 
exercise, which not only increased their knowledge about working in a 
newsroom, but also developed skills to work together as a team to meet 
deadlines.  Initially having the brief to prepare a script for the afternoon 
news broadcast, the pressure was suddenly increased when they also 
found out they had to deliver the bulletin with only an hour and a half to 
being on air. They fully entered into the spirit of the event and produced 
some fantastic broadcasts.  Well done Year 7! 
 

Thank you to everyone who has provided feedback about the day. We 
must apologise that there were some technical problems with some of 
the data, in particular the attendance figures.  This is because the data 
has to be entered retrospectively, and lags behind the week for which 
the figure is calculated.  We will continue to work to improve this aspect 
of the day and welcome other suggestions for improvements.  
 

Dave Walsh - Student Achievement Co -ordinator  

Primary Schools Dance 
Show at Turton  
 

This year, the annual Primary 
Dance Shows were held on        
16th & 17th April, showcasing     
performances organised by School 
Sport Co-ordinator Mrs Murphy, on 
behalf of the Thornleigh School 
Sport Partnership.  Schools taking 
part across the two days were: 
Eagley Infants, Eagley Junior 
School ,  Egerton,  Harwood     
Meadows, St Johnôs, St Peterôs, 
Smithills Dean, Hardy Mill, St    
Matthews and Walmsley. 
 

Each participated in a Breakfast 
Dance Club leading up to the    
performance.  All pupils involved 
committed six, 8am ï 9am dance 
classes with Mrs Murphy, during 
which they practised and perfected 
a dance in preparation for the 
show.  Some schools also took    
on the additional challenge of   
choreographing their own routines 
to add to the showôs line up,    
demonstrating their talent and  
dedication. 
 

All pupils involved worked          
extremely hard and produced    
excellent performances on the 
night. Both shows were an         
outstanding success, and all pupils 
w e r e  a  c r e d i t  t o  t h e i r 
schools.   Congratulations to all 
involved, and many thanks to all 
the Turton staff who helped to 
make the event possible. 
 

Eve Murphy - SSCO 

Turton Students on Right 
Side of Law  
 

You may remember that back in    
November, a team of budding        
barristers and law students from   
Turton won the Manchester Regional 
Heat of the Bar National Mock Trial 
Competition. After winning the       
Regional Heat, the team from Turton 
then went on to compete at the      
National Final at the Crown Courts in          
Liverpool. Here, they gained        
valuable experience mingling with 
barristers, judges and citizenship  
representatives, as well as presenting 
both prosecution and  defence cases 
in a real courtroom in front of real 
court judges. 
 

The judges commented that,  despite 
the team not winning, they were    
incredibly impressed with the         
professionalism and maturity of our        
s tuden ts ,  who  had  wo rk ed            
conscientiously, studying the cases 
and aspects of the law to deliver a       
realistic performance.  Two of our 
Year 13 students will be reading Law 
from Autumn of this year, with places 
at top universi t ies such as           
Cambridge and Manchester.  The 
Year 12 students who took part are 
equally as excited about pursuing  
careers in related areas. 

Anna Cook ï Teacher of English  

Quids In!  
 

Well done to 8T1 for organising the 
ñBring a Pound to School Dayò on 
the 6th March. Money raised was  
donated to ñClick Seargantò, a    
charity which cares for young people 
suffering from cancer.  A very big 
thank you to the Year 8 students, 
staff and the sixth form for their   
contributions.  We raised a  fantastic 
£152.64 for the charity. 

Turton ñTò- Shirt  
Challenge  
 

Year 9 Pupils at Turton High 
School  faced up brilliantly to the 
challenge of designing, making 
and marketing their own T-shirts 
as part of an Enterprise Activity.  
The workshop was facilitated by 
designer Sissy Rooney of Street-
StyleSurgery, who brought her  
expertise of the Fashion Industry 
to motivate the pupils into putting 
their ideas into practice.  Pupils 
began with the blank canvas of a 
plain red T-shirt, from which they 
had to produce the finished article 
using a huge array of buttons, zips, 
chains, pendants and glitter! The 
day ended with a catwalk, where 
garments were shown off to the 
critics. The final articles were so 
impressive they could match the 
fashion seen at Liverpool Fashion 
Week!   
 

 

Sarah Murphy  
Head of Textiles  

 

Shehnaz Kotwal  
Form Tutor 8T1  

Quiz Kids 2008  
 

This yearôs champions  were Hardy 
Mill C P School who competed 
against seven local primary schools 
to win the trophy.  Well done! 

Mr J Porteous, Sarah Fitzpatrick, 
Melissa Dargan, Fabio Close, Daniel 
Bromilow, Miss C Wilk inson,      
Headteacher, Hardy Mill C P School. 

mailto:aultd@tmac.uk.com
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ñHouse of Colourò      
Evening  

 

On Thursday 10
th
 April, we held our 

ñHouse of Colour Eveningò.  Ladies 
were treated to a presentation by 
Penny Elger of House of Colour on 
wearing colours that suit, how to make 
the best of your wardrobe and also on 
how to tie a scarf/sarong to the best 
effect.  
 

It was a very enjoyable evening. There 
was also  the opportunity to buy hand-
made jewellery and cards plus          
refreshments including some fabulous 
homemade cakes during the interval. A 
raffle was also held. 
 

Thanks to Penny and everyone else 
who attended. 

 

 
Please remember the PA relies on your 
support in helping to raise funds for the 
school and your children. 

 

 We would love to see new faces at 
our next meeting to be held on  

Tuesday June 3
rd

 at 7.30pm in the 
t:mac Building.  

 
 
 

As Year 11 move onto their 
examination timetable, we held a 
special assembly and wished them all 
success in the summer examinations. 
We urged them to make those final 
efforts with revision which will help to 
ensure the grades they deserve when 
August comes.  But, all the staff who 
have worked closely with them, also 
wanted to say ñthank youò for the      
co-operation, the company, the good 
humour, the intelligence, the 
enthusiasm and sheer personality 
which has enriched our classrooms, 
pitches and performance areas this 
year.   
 

Even in their final weeks as a year 
group, Year 11 brought us a hat trick 
of trophies ï Bolton Champions in 
Rounders, Rugby and Football.  Many 
congratulations to every team member 
and the respective captains.  
Congratulations also to Heather and 
Harriet for setting unparalleled 
standards in their Technology GCSE 
coursework, typical of their exemplary 
commitment to the school this year. 
 
The sporting, musical, artistic, 
theatrical and academic talents of the  

 
 

 

year groups following in their footsteps 
are evident too.  We have had a 
difficult job picking the next generation 
of prefects, Head Boy and Girl and 
their deputies, because there were 
simply so many excellent candidates 
in the current Year 10.  Year 9 have 
shown their exceptional qualities in 
their conduct through SATs week too, 
so the future looks bright. 
 

It only remains for me to wish the 
Sixth Form college students well in 
their forthcoming AS and A2 
examinations.  If the quality of the new 
EPQ (Extended Project Qualification) 
submissions received recently is 
anything to go by, the talent in these 
year groups is no less remarkable.  To 
every one of you taking public 
examinations this summer, we hope 
your qualities will be recognised and 
your efforts rewarded.  I only hope that 
parents and families donôt suffer too 
much collateral damage during the 
tense examination season! 
 

Good luck to you all. 
 

John Porteous - Headteacher  

The Turton Apprentice  
Premiere  
 

On Wednesday 23rd April at 5pm the 
t:mac student support staff showed a 
short film relating to a past fundraising 
event based on the television 
programme óThe Apprenticeô. The 
challenges took place in June last year 
and as the students raised so much 
money it was decided to show the film 
to parents and personally present the 
cheques to the charities. 
 

The event involved two teams of 
students, with one teacher in each 
team, who had to raise as much money 
as possible for their chosen charity by 
organising events. These included 
cake baking, a fun run and a Wii 
challenge.  

The total raised was £2328.50, which 
has been split between Bolton Hospice 
and Cancer Research.  
 

Leanne Cowburn & Ade king   
Student Support Centre  

Ben Sofield, Lydia Dawson, Daniel 
Slater, Maria Passarello (Bolton 
Hospice) and Charlotte Horrocks. 

 
 
 
This is a very busy time for the         
department. We are trying to complete 
winter fixtures whilst summer ones get 
underway. 
 

Athletics  
Year 11 have finished with a flourish ï 
the girlsô and boysô teams finished      
runners-up in the Bolton Schoolsô 
Championship.  There were some  
creditable performers but April         
Stevenson was outstanding, winning 
the 1500 metres and setting a new  
Bolton record in the 800 metres with a 
time of 2 minutes 13 seconds.  This is 
also the third fastest time in Great   
Britain this year.  Well done, April! 
 

Year 11 girls maintained their unbeaten 
record by winning the Bolton Rounders 
tournament, while the Year 11 football 
team defeated Canon Slade in the   
Bolton Schools Cup.  Thank you to Mr 
Braithwaite for four years as manager 
of the team.  Also not forgetting Year 9 
football team  undefeated in three   
seasons winning the Bolton Schools 
Cup against Rivington.  Well done to all  
concerned. 
 

Rugby Union  
The Year 10 and 11 boys were        
declared Bolton Champions in April 
when  the  Em erg ing  Schoo ls          
Competition came to a close.  Turton 
were unbeaten in all 10 games this 
year, a record which held strong in the 
Greater Manchester Cup at Eccles 
RFC.  The team failed to progress to 
the final on tries scored but remained 
unbeaten in the 2007/8 season. 
 

Basketball  
Team of the year were our new boys in  

 
 

 
Year 7, enjoying a perfect season.   
 

Their unbeaten run meant they were 
declared Bolton Champions with the 
highlight of their season beating       
runners up Canon Slade 36 ï 17. 
 

Cricket  
Year 7 and 8 are through to the second 
round of the Bolton Cup with a victory 
over Harper Green and are into the 
third round of the Lancashire Cup by 
beating Hayward. 
 

Year 9 ï last yearôs Bolton Champions 
eased through their first round          
Lancashire Cup fixture against Withins 
with a convincing 87 run victory. 
 

Golf  
Congratulations to Anthony Stirling 
(Year 12) who won the South East Golf 
Championships and came 2

nd
 in the 

North East Championships.  Ian Stirling 
(Year 9) and Aidan King (Year 9) were 
runners up in the team event. Aidan 
also won individual runner up. 
 

Golf Extreme, which has been          
developed by the Golf Foundation, will 
be introduced into school later this 
month by Mr Haworth. (Watch the    
notice board for details).  Many thanks 
to Dunscar Golf Club who again has   
generously offered three junior      
memberships to pupils in school.  
 
 

Finally the department would like to 
wish Mrs Murphy (SSCO) well during 
her maternity leave and we look       
forward to her return. 
 
Chris Mullin  
Head of PE  

Turton Students Head to 
The Big Apple!  
 

In February, Mrs James, Ms Graham,  
Ms Terrace and 30 Media and       
Communication Studies students, 
packed their bags and headed over the 
pond to the city that never sleeps;  the 
City so good they named it twice: the 
Big  Apple ï NEW YORK, NEW YORK! 
 
From the fabulous Times Square, to 
the amazing views of Manhattan from 
the top of the Empire State building, 
visits to Liberty Island and Ground 
Zero, and not forgetting of course the 
legendary New York hospitality, we 
certainly packed a lot in. 
 

Our final stroll in Central Park followed 
by ice-skating was a magical end to a   
memorable trip. 
 

Our stay in the óCapital of the Worldô 
was arguably the best of our lives. 
 

Alex McCann 12NVC  

Velodrome Vanquish  
 

On 10th March thirteen Year 11    
Turton students were lucky enough 
to take  part in the Bolton Schoolsô 
KS4 Cycling Championships at   
Manchester  Velodrome - Englandôs 
only indoor Olympic cycle track     
and widely regarded as one of the 
worldôs finest and fastest.  On arrival, 
students were given brand new    
cycling jerseys to race in, with the 
schoolôs name printed on the back.  
These were supplied by The          
Co-operative, who sponsored the 
event.  
 

Cyclists from six Bolton secondary 
schools took part:  Turton, George 
Tomlinson, Haywood, Sharples, 
Smithills and Withins. The students 
were in teams of three and Turton 
entered four teams who competed in 
the Team Endurance Pursuit, and  
one boysô sprint team. Turton did  
exceptionally well, taking four        
victories in total.  
 

The girlsô Endurance Pursuit Team, 
consisting of Heather Syddall,    
Chelsea Jackson and Apri l           
Stevenson gave their all in the four 
lap event to claim first place, while 
Withins School pedalled their way to 
glory, taking the spoils in the boysô 
event.  
 

Mr Wilman - Maths Department  

The Team 

Diary Dates  
 

12th May - 20th June AS/A2 Exams 
14th May - 20th June GCSE Exams 
26th - 30th May Summer Half Term 
3rd June Parentsô Forum 6.30pm 
PA Meeting 7.30pm 
11th July Extra New National  
Curriculum INSET Day - school is 
closed to students 
14th August AS/A2 results 
21st August GCSE results 
 

For a full list of diary dates please  
refer to the website www.tmac.uk.com 

250 Club Winners  
 

April  
 

1st J Tempest 
2nd K Hayes 
3rd  L Rostern 


