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No doubt you have heard the 
news that the Government has 
abandoned the End of Key Stage 
3 Tests (widely known as SATs). 
After the debacle of this 
summerôs tests this is very 
welcome. 
 

However, we are still determined 
that we will be able to allow your 
child to reach as high as level as 
possible in all their subjects 
before they finish Year 9. All that 
has happened is that instead of 
this level being measured by an 
external test we will continue to 
use our own systems and tests to 
arrive at that level. The whole 
process should be much more 
manageable and stress free for 

the students and allow teachers 
to concentrate on teaching and 
learning rather than just 
preparing students for tests. 
 

The work this year is still vital 
preparation for the GCSE years 
ahead.  Teachers will be 
assessing studentsô progress 
throughout the year and the 
options choices, setting and 
grouping for Year 10 will all 
depend on how well they do 
during Year 9.  We wish them all 
a successful and enjoyable year 
and hope they make good 
choices for the future. 
 
Charlie Taylor - Deputy 
Headteacher, Curriculum  
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END OF SATS 

Taking part in Turtonôs first ever 
Super Learning Day, Year 7       
ended their first week on a real high.  
Pupils were involved in three different 
workshops. These included sessions 
to develop their thinking skills and 
established how they learnt most 
effectively.  One of the ways in which 
they were able to do this was by 
getting to grips with the basics of 
creating mind maps. This day was 
also a fantastic opportunity for Year 7 
pupils and staff to have fun and make 
friends.  Everyone certainly enjoyed 
making origami animals, and building 
towers with jelly beans and cocktail 
sticks!  Lead Teacher of Key Stage 3, 
Mrs Johnston said, ñI would like to 
take this opportunity to thank the Year 
7 pupils and staff for making this such 
a successful day. As a result it was 
the perfect launch for the new and 
exciting Key Stage 3 curriculum at 
Turtonò.      
 

Kate Johnston  

Lead Teacher KS3  

Turtonôs annual awards ceremony 
for pupils in Year 7, 8 and 9 took 
place on Monday 7th July at Bolton 
Town  Hall.  The  task  to  narrow    
the  nominations  down  to  two 
awards  per  subject  was  very 
difficult  as  there  were  hundreds    
of  nominations,  showing  how   
good  our  pupils  really  are!             
A special award was given to Mrs 
Cannon for services to school. Ben 
Harrison won the John Ridehalgh 
Award  and  George  Bottomley   
won  the  Year  9  Outstanding 
Achievement award for the most 
nominations. Mrs Lewyckyj added, 

ñThe evening was a great tribute to 
the efforts and achievements of our 
pupils, and with each award I felt 
extremely  proud.  Well  done, 
everyone!ò  Over a hundred pupils 
were presented with a trophy and 
gift  by  the  guest  of  honour, 
Margaret Asquith, the Director of 
Childrenôs Services. The event was 
made  even  more  special  with 
super performances from Year 9 
student  Katy  Clayton  and  the 
Junior Jazz Band. 
 

Tania Lewyckyj  
Deputy Headteacher, Teaching & 
Learning  

KEY STAGE 3 CELEBRATION OF  
ACHIEVEMENT AWARDS  

Message from the Head Teacher: John Porteous  
 

Welcome to the first newsletter under the new editorship of Emma Shaw.  I hope you find the information and      
articles of interest.  Please do let us know what you think and also tell us if there are other things which you would 
like to see included in these half-termly publications. 
 

As you will know by now, this summer has been Turtonôs most successful ever.  Along with congratulations and 
thanks to everyone involved with the class of 2008, we also look forward to the challenge of matching these high 
standards and expectations in the future.  I am delighted that we have been able to recruit the following new staff to 
help us make t:mac even better. 

Administration Support Officers: Mrs C Difalco, Mrs F Robbins, Mrs J Thomas.                                                                                                                             
Caterers: Miss E McCroray.   

Head of Department ï History: Miss S Jones.                                                                                                        

Teaching Assistants: Mr T Berry, Miss A Chan, Mrs L Cowell, Mr S Dunninghan, Miss M Fielding, Miss H Kennedy, 

and Miss R Tonge.                                                                                                                                                  

Teachers of Art & Design Technology: Miss R Clare and Miss C Hargreaves.                                                        

Teacher of English: Ms E Stones.                                                                                                                          

Teacher of Geography: Mr M Scott.                                                                                                                                       

Teacher of Mathematics: Mr T Airnes.                                                                                                                     

Teacher of Music: Mr S Shepherd.                                                                                                                                  

Teacher of PE/Dance: Miss L Haygarth                                                                                                                

Teachers of Science: Miss CA McDonnell and Mrs S Soyler.                                                                                                                                                           

Teacher of Psychology: Ms V Hudson.      

Teachers of Spanish: Mrs L Mountford and Mr D Welsh.                                                                                       

Teacher of Vocational Curriculum and Media: Miss E Shaw. 

NEWS FROM STUDENT SUPPORT 

The SSC mentoring team would like to give a big welcome to Mr Saunderséour new Community Mentor!  Mr Saunders 
has moved from the Learning Support Department to take over from Mr Hilton who left at the end of the school year.    

Pupils and parents are welcome to contact Mr Saunders if they require further support.  Another important piece of news 
is that the breakfast club menu now includes bagels, teacakes, crumpets and yogurt ï well worth a visit from 8.20am.    

 

New After School Clubs in the SSC!  

 

Monday (3pm ï 4pm)  Homework / Coursework Club  

Tuesday (3.15pm ï 4.15pm)  Challenge Club  

Wednesday (3pm ï 4pm)  Homework / Coursework Club  

Thursday (3pm ï 4pm)  MC / DJ Club  

Friday (3pm ï 4pm)  Football Club  

 

NEWS FROM STUDENT SUPPORT 

SUCCESS FOR  
YEAR 7 LEARNING  

SSC dates for your diaryé..  
 

Friday 24
th

 October  ï Halloween themed quizzes and 
games during break and lunch clubs. 
Wednesday 5

th
 November  - Bonfire Night themed quiz-

zes and games during break and lunch club. 
Thursday 20

th
 November ï Target Setting Day - Year 

11 pupils are invited to work in the SSC to complete 
coursework with the support of SSC mentors.  If you 
would like to book a space please see Mrs Cowburn or 
Miss Grant. 
Wednesday 26

th
 November  ï SSC after school trip. 

(Details to follow soon). 
Wednesday 10

th
 December  ï SSC Christmas Open Af-

ternoon. 
Monday 15

th
 December  ï SSC Christmas Party! 

 

Diary for the Whole School   
 

Monday 27
th

 ï Friday 31
st

 October ï Autumn Half Term. 
Monday 3

rd
 November ï School reopens to students. 

Thursday 6
th

 November ï Year 11 Parentsô Evening 
6.30pm. 
Thursday 20

th
 November  - Target Setting Day/Year 7 

Health Education Day.  
Thursday 20

th
 November ï 6

th
 Form Open Evening 6-9pm. 

Friday 28
th

 November  ï Parentsô Association Christmas 
Market ï To book a stall contact Clare Mann 01204 309979. 
All donations gratefully accepted for the raffle / tombola. Or 
why not join the 250 Club NOW, you could win, win, win on 
the monthly cash draw! The first draw was held on Thursday 
2

nd
 October on the Year 7 Family Fun Night!  For more     

information about the above please email: pa@tmac.uk.com 
Next PA Meeting in November - check website for date. 

  

 

 



 

 

In  partnership  with  the  Army, 
Miss  Johnson  and  Miss  Grant 
braved the week-long residential, 
with 22 of Turtonsô fittest to 
complete  the   Army Pathfinder 
Course. The pupils and staff had 
to endure tough command tasks: 
living in the field, assault courses 
and orienteering.        

Pupils  were  even  given  the 
fantastic  opportunity  to  really 
experience life in the army, by 
map reading and learning how to 
shoot  a  SA80 gun  on  a  SAT 
trainer.  They also  took  part  in 
team building exercises and paint 
balling! Miss Johnson adds, ñThis 
was a challenging yet rewarding 
trip, particularly for those who are 
considering a career in the armyò. 

Emma Johnson - 2nd in Music  

LADS ARMY FOR 
TURTON 

Eating healthily ï Pat Wilcock, 
our  Catering  Manager,  and       
Liz  Smethurst,  who  leads         
the  initiatives  on  Healthy 
Schools  and  Fairtrade,  have 
been  inspired  by  the           
recent  results  of  the  school 
meals  questionnaire  and 
recommendations by the Healthy 
Schools  Team.  Pupils  mostly 
responded very positively in the 
survey  and  suggestions  made 
will be followed up.  
Watch  out  for  even  more      
tasting  sessions  in  the  school 
canteens  and  check  out: 
www.schoolfoodtrust.org.uk 
t:mac needs even more brains 
and enthusiasm in their steering 
group  working  for  Fairtrade 
status.  Any  willing  parents  or 
students  please  contact  Liz 
Smethurst.  
Noticed  the  new  external 
signage  about  where  parking     
is  permitted?  We  have  a   
parking procedure designed to 
encourage sensible parking and 
keep  students  safe  on  site. 
Parents are asked to park only 
within marked bays when visiting 
school. 

 

Liz Smethurst - Assistant 

Headteacher  

 

DID YOU KNOW? 

Another successful dance show took 
place over two nights in June.  This 
year saw more group dances being 
performed than ever before, due to the   
high number of pupils regularly 
attending the Dance Club.  This year  
it  was  Ben  Harrison, Alex Openshaw 
and Robert Quigley who stole the 
show. 
 

Donôt forget to check the extra 
curricular timetable for Dance Club 
information! 
 

Rachel Costello - 2nd in PE  

TICKETS SELL OUT 
FOR DANCE SHOW 

Seventeen pupils were given the 
chance of a lifetime to go to 
Barbados on a netball tour.  The first 
match was a shock to their system; 
the Barbados style of play was very 
different and the heat proved a major 
factor.  Unfortunately the girls could 
not keep up with the play and the 
first game was lost.  The second 
game versus St Lucyôs was much 
closer but yet again we incurred 
another defeat.  However, all was 
not lost when our final game against 
St Maryôs resulted in victory!  Whilst 
visiting the various schools across 
the island, the girls became very 
aware of how privileged students in 
the UK are compared to their      

counterparts in Barbados, where 
facilities are very inferior. 
 

During the week-long visit the girls also 

managed to travel in style, in open top 

jeeps on a safari tour, and were 

entertained by stilt dancers, fire eaters 

and limbo dancers during a beach 

night party.  Mrs Costello proudly 

added, ñThe girls were a credit to the 

school and themselves as well as the 

staff at Turton throughout the trip.  

They were fully involved and really 

worked well togetherò. The PE 

Department raised £2000 by 

fundraising over 18 months to help 

towards the costs of the trip.   

Rachel Costello - 2nd in PE  

TRIP OF A LIFETIME FOR NETBALLERS  

The department hopes that 
everyone has had a great, if 
rather wet summer and is looking 
forward to another challenging, 
yet exciting season. The 2008 
Olympic Games have certainly 
given us cause to heighten our 
interest and involvement and 
look towards 2012 London, 
especially with the success of 
our local Olympians, Tom 
Lancashire and Jason Kenny. 
Stronger, Faster, Higher ï I hope 
so. 
 

All fixtures are now underway 
with both football and netball 
teams taking first blood.  
Congratulations to Year 7 A and 
B netball teams who had a 
superb win against Canon Slade, 
which augurs well for the future. 
 

The extra-curricular timetable is  
now posted in form rooms and 
around school.  All activities have 
started ï new ones include non-
contact boxing, cheerleading and 
trampolining. 
 

Cross Country Club is on 
Thursday after school.  Any 
students or staff who would like 
to join us, if only to improve their 
general fitness will be most 
welcome. 
 

Finally, can we reflect on the 
words of Eleanor Simmonds, our 
youngest ever Para-Olympian, 
who on receiving the first of her 
two Gold medals for swimming 
said, ñI just did my best!ò 
 

So will we. 
 

Chris Mullin - Head of PE  

SPORTS  

DEPARTMENT ARE 

FIGHTING FIT! 

Are you a budding scientist?  Then 
look no further. Due to the amazing 
success of Science Club last year, 
we have decided this is not an 
opportunity to be missed by Years  
8 and 9 every Wednesday after 
school. Mr Smithôs wacky chemistry 
demonstrations are not to be 
avoided! If you become part of the 
club, you too could join other like-
minded pupils on a 3-day residential 
in London.  Last term pupils visited 
London Zoo, the Science Museum, 
and the Natural History Museum.  

ASTRONOMY GCSE is now up and 
running for a small group of pupils 
from Years 9 and 10.  If    you    
want  to  be  involved  in  building        
a telescope, studying Planet  Earth, 
Stars and Galaxies, sign   up now 
for  next  year!   There  are 
approximately 20 places available; 
however places are not guaranteed! 
If  you  want  to  go  along  to  the 
Science  Club  or  want  more 
information about the new GCSE, 
why not have a word with Mrs Hird 
or Mr Cass? 

 

 

REACH FOR THE SCIENCE CLUB IS 

The proud parents of some Year 10 
pupils attended their graduation 
ceremony at the University of 
Salford in July.  The pupils were 
given the opportunity to go to 
Salford for a two day residential 
where they stayed in the University 
Halls of Residence, as part of the 
Salford Young Peopleôs University 
Aimhigher Summer School.  They 
were joined by other pupils from the 
North Bolton Cluster. During their 
stay they were able to ótry outô a 
subject that they might want to 
study there in the future.  This 
programme included additional days 
in Bolton giving them the chance   
to work towards an ASDAN 
Residential and Adventure Short 

Course Award. The whole 
experience enabled pupils to have  
a taste of student life, and  
celebrate their achievements at the 
graduation whilst dressing up in cap 
and gowns.  Year 11 pupil Saffron 
commented, ñStaying at the 
University really let us see what it 
would be like to go there.ò The 
pupils had a fantastic time and 
didnôt want the experience to end! 
 

John Porteous commented, ñThis 
kind of opportunity is really 
motivational and helps to raise 
studentsô aspirations about their 
future studies and careers.ò 
 

Diane Ault - Learning Mentor  

Mrs Hird - Science Club Co -ordinator  

250 CLUB WINNERS 
 

July  :1st B Starkie,  

2nd C Mann, 3rd J Porteous                          

August  :1st B Robinson,  

2nd S Whenlock, 3rd J Price   

September : 1st J Barrow,  

2nd C Allan, 3rd K Oldfield                                                       

October:  1st J Fairclough,  

2nd C Mann, 3rd J Price    

Summer 2008 marked a great year 
for the Geography Department and its 
GCSE pupils. Due to the large 
number of pupils studying Geography 
it was the first year that we visited the 
Island of Arran in both May and July! 
During the trips the students endured 
3 fantastic activity days, where they 
cooled off (froze) whilst studying 
rivers, coasts and glacial areas! The 
evenings were always fun, with an 
amazing Champions League Final to 
entertain.  We saw DVDs and group 
challenges, ñwith some seriously good 
skipping and human knots this year!ò  
according to Miss Smith. 

After experiencing the fantastic food, 
courtesy of Mr Searleôs kitchen team, 
we all returned to Bolton tired, well 
fed and ready for a holiday!!!  Miss 
Smith added, ñAll in all the students 
were a credit to themselves and the 
school.ò 

Clare Smith - Head of Geography  

 

 

RETREAT TO ARRAN  

YEAR 10 PUPILS GRADUATE AT  
UNIVERSITY OF SALFORD 

Netball teams compete 
 in Barbados 

  

  

 

http://www.schoolfoodtrust.org.uk/faqs/hsm3

